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THIS WEEKS NEWS 


A PERSPECTIVE DRAWING by Mr. Lawrence Wright of 
Mr. Basil Spence’s winning design for Coventry Cathedral 
appears on p. 286 


IN AN ARTICLE on New Zealand’s New Housing Policy, 
Major Fohn G. Martin, M.B.E., Hon.A.M.T.P.1., states 
that according to Mr. S. G. Holland, the Prime Minister, the 
Labour Party’s policy of erecting State houses and restricting 
private enterprise had exagerated the demand for rental houses. 
In future, private building would be encouraged. p. 295 


FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE on the subject of the 
London Builders’ Conference appears on p. 296 


THE BUILDING INDUSTRY is likely to suffer in the future 
from a serious shortage of properly trained apprentices unless 
vigorous action is taken. This is stated in a report made by 
the Building Apprenticeship and Training Council to the 
Minister of Works. p.298 


THE DEVELOPMENT PLAN for the administrative county 
of Lancashire has now been outlined by the county planning 
officer, Mr. G. Sutton Brown. p. 301 


THE BUILDIN G of new colleges of further education by instal- 
ments is advocated in the Ministry of Education’s “ Building 
Bulletin No. 5,” published on Monday. p. 301 


MR. G. B. CROW, chairman of the planning committee of the 
Timber Development Association, said at Cambridge on 
August 24, that it was now clear that private importers would 
bring in about 750,000 standards of softwood this year out of a 
prospective total import of 1,750,000 standards. p. 303 





NATIONALISAFION OF THE 
BUILDING INDUSTRY 


THE nationalisation of the building industry forms no part 

of the Labour Party’s present programme, and one 
Minister at least has expressed himself forcibly against the 
proposition. Nevertheless, a scheme for such nationalisation 
was submitted to the annual conference of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives last summer ; 
two reports on the scheme have been prepared by the National 
Executive and both the scheme and the National Executive’s 
reports have been discussed at two annual conferences of the 
Federation. From these it appears that nationalisation is 
regarded not only as a desirable aim but as practical politics 
by a large number of the rank and file of the operatives in the 
industry, and, although it is no part of the Government’s 
immediate programme to expropriate employers in the build- 
ing industry, the threat of nationalisation cannot lightly be 
dismissed. 

Exprgpriation may be regarded by some as a strong term 
to use when compensation is not only contemplated but has 
actually been worked out. The extent of comperSation 
envisaged by the National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives is to give to every firm for five consecutive years a 
sum equivalent to its annual profit in the five years immediately 
preceding the year of nationalisation, less 20 per cent., with a 
proviso that no one person gets more than £5,000 in any one 
year. The deduction of 20 per cent. is for the express purpose 
of putting an amount to reserve for the benefit of the workers 
so that a start within a reasonable time can be made in the 
improvement of their pay and industrial conditions. 

The Operatives are definitely against any compensation for 
capital. In their second report the executive say, rather 
naively, ‘‘ Capital in the form of equipment and plant has no 
value until labour is applied to it, and if the Corporation has 
all or nearly all the labour the unused private capital is 
valueless.” In the first place a National Building Corporation 
would be formed which would take over 75 per cent. of labour 
in the industry, thus leaving the present employers with 
capital. assets which, because of this act of the Corporation, 
becomes valueless and therefore not entitled to compensation. 

This report is careful to point out that the nationalised 
industry would belong to the State and not to the building trades 
operatives, for Labour Party policy is not syndicalism. This 
is a timely warning to those who irresponsibly seek national- 
isation. ‘The miners particularly were greatly disappointed 
when they found that although the mines were nationalised 
there were still bosses whose ideas of running the industry 
did not always coincide with those of the mine workers. 

The scheme which the building operatives are considering 
is to take over firms employing over 20 men. This is merely 
a device suggested on the grounds of transitional expediency ; 
either that way or an alternative suggestion of bringing in 
firms with a stated annual turnover is considered to be feasible. 
If firms had at first to be excluded (and the Executive think 
there must be initial exclusion) there must be some fairly 
clear line of demarcation which would give no opportunity 
for the hazards of arbitrary decisions lacking the aid of a well- 
formed and easily understood method. 

The essence of the scheme would be in the system of allow- 
ing those with practical and theoretical knowledge and 
experience to direct the affairs of the industry ; civil servants 
as such would not run the industry. The test for handling 
affairs would be efficiency and conscientiousness ; no one 

would be excluded on any grounds other than the lack of 
those qualities. Thus it would follow that all operatives and 
administrators should take their places in the scheme in 
accordance with the qualities they might have at their disposal 
which they would bring to bear in the best interests of the 
nationalised concern. . 

The Operatives’ proposal as thus presented will appeal to 





many earnest young workers who may see in it a chance of 
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quicker and further promotion than in an industry of many 
units controlled by private interests. But the Operatives’ 
Executive itself appreciates the difficulty that would arise in 
finding (outside the ranks of the employers and their present 
supervisory staffs) men qualified to take over the higher 
managerial and supervisory appointments. The extension 
of building schools, colleges and training centres is envisaged, 
although the long time necessary for these colleges to turn 
out adequately trained supervisory staffs is rather glossed 
over. Has it been the experience of those industries already 
nationalised that the managerial and supervisory staff follow 
the job, irrespective of the change of ownership? We doubt 
it. If it does not, and if five years must elapse before we can 
find theoretically trained supervision, is this proposed revolu- 
tionary change in the industry worth while? Answering a 
suggestion by one speaker, the Executive has said: “ By 
all means let us proceed slowly ; there will be no opportunity 
of. doing otherwise.” We welcome this sentiment. Not 
only should the Operatives’ Executive proceed slowly ; 
they should examine all sides of the question. What is 
nationalisation intended to achieve? Is it a cheaper product 
or a better product or better wages or more regular employ- 
ment, greater security of tenure in the job, better social 
conditions or a higher appreciation by the public of the status 
of the craftsman? If all or any of these most understandable 
desiderata are the objectives, is nationalisation necessarily 
the only or the best way to secure them? Is it not the case 
that relations between the employers and the operatives in 
the building industry during the past 25 years have secured 
great improvements in the conditions of the workers? Strikes 
and lockouts have been avoided. The National Joint Council 
for the Building Industry has often been quoted as a model 
to other industries. 

The close association between the Operatives’ Executive 
and the National Joint Council poses a problem which it has 
apparently been found difficult to surmount. The second 
Report of the Executive says: “ The workers will presumably, 
in their public venture, act through their Trades Unions, 
and if this is to be the case then the Unions must regard 
themselves as something more than wage-fixing bodies and 
must concern themselves with wider issues. Of course, 
wages are most important, but if our movement continues to 
act in a limited capacity then its appeal to its members to take 
a greater part in industry is no more than lip service.” ‘This is 
surely an admission that all that can be achieved by the 
Trades Unions in the matter of improved wages and condi- 
tions is being achieved through the National Joint Council. 
What is now wanted by those who call for the nationalisation 
of the industry is the control of the industry ; lust for power 
has brought many dynasties to collapse. 

“It is we suggest necessary that we should distinguish 
between negotiation and consultation, and it is a matter for 
consideration whether both should be vested in one body, 
e.g., the National Joint Council.” The Operatives’ Executive 
which poses this question thinks not. ‘‘ The National Joint 
Council representing employers and operatives would, we 
hope, become the principal national negotiating body for the 
industry. Although in a sense the private employing side 
of the industry would largely vanish, there would remain 
for some time a sufficiently substantial residual ‘ employing 
class’ or section te justify the continuance of such a valuable 
negotiating body as the National Joint Council. In any 
case even with the virtual disappearance of private employers 
the National Joint Council would have the Corporation as its 
Employers’ side.” The relationship between those respons- 
ible for management and those representing the wage earner 
and their necessarily different viewpoints is here appreciated 
and recognised as a continuing factor. 

On the matter of consultation (that is consultation relating 
to the management ®f the industry) a somewhat different 
procedure is suggested. ‘The Executive proposes the estab- 
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lishment of a permanent liaison body representative of the 
National Federation of Building Trades Operatives and the 
National Building Corporation (itself representing not 
retired Admirals, nor Civil Servants, nor effete bosses, but 
Government-appointed officers drawn from Trades Union 
nomination). A perfectly understandable if somewhat spurious 
argument is advanced for the creation of this new liaison body. It 
looks like more jobs for the boys. The operatives’ representa- 
tives on the National Joint Council are subject to annual ballot, 
whereas the operatives’ side of a Liaison Committee administer- 
ing the organisation responsible for adding £1,000 million to 
our national capital would require to have a certain security of 
tenure. The representatives on this Liaison Committee, 
as also the operatives’ nominees for the National Building 
Corporation, might reasonably be expected to be drawn from 
the elder statesmen of the industry, in other words from those 
whose service on the National Executive and the National 
Joint Council is likely to come to an end within the next 
ten years. ‘Thus the operatives’ representation on the pro- 
posed Liaison Committee and on the National Building 
Corporation would naturally be chosen from those Trades 
Union representatives who otherwise would find themselves 
in the near future on the retired list. When it comes to 
looking after their own interests, Trades Union leaders have, 
it seems, nothing to learn from the representatives of big 
business. 


The pith of the foregoing is that, however difficult to put into 
operation and however inefficient it might prove in practice, 
nationalisation of building is a subject well in the forefront of 
matters engaging the attention of a large number of the rank 
and file of building operatives. 'To be constantly on the watch 
to improve the standards of efficiency of building methods is 
the best answer that free enterprise can give. 








The memorial, to British, Australian and New Zealand troops who 
fell in Greece in the war, which was recently unveiled in Athens. The 
memorial, which was the subject of a national competition, was designed 


by Mr. and Mrs. Kydoniati. Mrs. Kydoniati is the chairman of the 
Housing Committee of the Greek National Council of Women. (See 
note on facing page.) 
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NOTES & NEWS 


THE FESTIVAL GARDENS 


THE OFFICIAL DECISION to bring to an 
end the South Bank Exhibition on 
September 30 has been generally accepted 
as wise. The future of the Festival 
Pleasure Gardens at Battersea still, how- 
ever, hangs in the balance, and many are 
hoping that the gardens will receive a 
reprieve. Mr. Stokes has expressed him- 
self as in favour of the gardens remaining 
open for five years, and the L.C.C. are 
reported to have agreed to this in principle, 
with the proviso that the situation be 
reviewed after two years. 

After getting away to a bad start— 
their opening was delayed, largely by 
bad weather, for nearly a month—the 
Pleasure Gardens 
recognised as one of the outstanding 
successes of the Festival of Britain, and 
there is little doubt that if the decision is 
taken to open them again next summer, 
they would receive ample public support. 
The Borough of Battersea has not voiced 
any opposition to their continuation 
for another year, and only Chelsea—which 
is separated from them by the Thames 
anyway—has seriously opposed their~-re- 
opening. It is to be hoped that when the 
gardens close on November 3 next we 
shall be able to look forward to their 
reopening in the spring. 


A.B.S. ANNUAL REPORT 

SincE the founding of the Architect’s 
Benevolent Society in 1850, when the 
first year’s grants totalled only £10, the 
Society has distributed over £130,000 
to those in need. One hundred and 
twelve cases were helped during the year 
1950, ten more than the previous year. 
The annual report of the Council of the 
Society, which has just been published, 
states that subscriptions totalled rather 
less than in 1949, and receipts from collect- 
ing boxes a slight decrease, but ordinary 
donations had increased. The aims of 
the Society are well known and it deserves 
every support from the architectural 
profession. 


HOUSING 
ATHENS 
ELEVEN COUNTRIES were represented on 

the Housing Committee of the Inter- 
national Council of Women when it held 
its triennial conference in Athens recently. 
The fundamental problem now faced by 
all the national committees represented 
was the high cost of housing and the still 
increasing demand for shelter of adequate 
means. Rent control was discussed at 
length and it was agreed that in order to 
prevent existing buildings of sound struc- 
ture falling into a state of dilapidation, 
national governments must be urged to 
take effective action, otherwise the demand 
for new houses would increase far beyond 
the supply. 

A resolution was unanimously approved 
by the Council recommending to the 
United Nations that immediate steps be 
taken to promote an international organ- 
isation of the building industry of the 
United Nations members to work in co- 
operation with the United Nations Social 
and Economic Commissions in order to 
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increase the interchange of information on 
practice, materials and research in the 
international building field, so enabling 
member countries more easily to solve 
their housing problems. 

While in Athens the English dele- 
gates were able to see some of the fine 
architecture of the city, and also a new 
memorial, illustrated opposite, which has 
been designed by Mrs. Kydoniati, chair- 
man of the Housing Committee of the 
Greek National Council of Women. 


PICTURES OF THE THEATRE 

Mr. SomerseT Maucuam has left to the 
National Theatre his collection of theatrical 
pictures, said to be the best collection of 
theatrical pictures in existence after that of 
the Garrick Club, comprising some 40 oils, 
mostly by Zoffany, and the same number 
of water-colours, mostly by De Wilde. The 
oil paintings are now on exhibition at 
the Victoria and Albert Museum, 
in the new theatrical room (Room 132) 
containing also the Museum collection of 
theatrical models. 


BUILDING RESEARCH CONGRESS. 


A ReEviEW of the general trends in 
research on building materials, by Dr. 
T. W. Parker, deputy director of building 
research in Great Britain, will provide a 
suitable opening to the second division 
of the Building Research Congress which 
is being held from September 11 to 20. 
Some 24 papers will be read at the various 
sessions in this division which will take 
place at the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers, Savoy-place, Victoria Embank- 
ment, W.C.2. 

Among the subjects to be dealt with will 
be the weathering and durability of 
building materials in this country, in 
Canada and under tropical conditions ; 
the use of clay products in building and 
the technical control of their manufacture ; 
quality control of concrete and its 
durability in engineering structures ; 
quarrying and dressing building stones 
and the technology and economics of 
stone housing in Britain; paint applica- 
tion; and various aspects of the use of 
timber in building. 


LIVERPOOL APPOINTMENT 


Mr.* STANLEY WILKINSON, B.Arch. 
(Hons.), A.R.I.B.A., has been appointed 
Senior Lecturer in Architectural Con- 
struction, School of Architecture, Uni- 
versity of Liverpool. Mr. Wilkinson, who 
is 33 years of age, has been Lecturer and 
Studio Instructor in the Liverpool School 
since November, 1946. 


CITY AND GUILDS APPOINTMENT 


Tue City and Guilds of London Insti- 
tute for the Advancement of Technical 
Education have appointed Mr. J. W. 








COMING EVENTS 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 


County BorouGH oF West HamM.—Opening of 
exhibition of Draft Development Plan. Central 
Library,. Water-lane, E.15. 5 p.m.—-8 p.m. on first day 
and thereafter 12 noon-8 p.m. on week-days. Con- 
tinuing until September 28. 

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 

ASSOCIATION OF BUILDING ‘TECHNICIANS.—“ The 
South or Scheme,” by Mr. John Ratcliff, A.R.I.B.A 
A.M.T. (Deputy Co-ordinating Architect to the 
Festival rat Britain). Alliance Hall, 12, Caxton-street, 
W.1. 6.30 p.m. 
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Voelcker, A.C.G.I., B.Sc., A.M.LE.E., 
as secretary of the institute to succeed 
Mr. G. C. Stephenson, A.C.A., who has 
now retired, but who’ will continue to 
help and advise in the institute’s work. 
Mr. Stephenson has been secretary of the 
institute since 1924, during which period 
a great expansion of its activities has taken 
place, and in this work he has played a 
great part. 


NO CLOSED SHOP 


It is welcome news that Edmonton 
Council have now decided to drop the 
condition that applicants for the position 
of borough engineer must be trade 
unionists. Although no reference to this 
condition was made in the original 
advertisement concerning the vacancy, 
it was included in the application form 
sent to all who replied. The position 
will not be re-advertised. 


THE SOUTH BANK SCHEME 


Mr. Joun’ Rarcuirr, A.R.I.B.A., 
A.M.T.P.I., Deputy Co-ordinating Archi- 
tect to the Festival of Britain, is to give a 
talk on “ The South Bank Scheme” at 
a meeting sponsored by the Association of 
Building Techniciaris to be held at the 
Alliance Hall, 12, Caxton-street, W.1, 
on September 7. 


SYMPOSIUM ON PRESTRESSED 
CONCRETE 


Tue Cement and Concrete Association 
announce that the Symposium on Pre- 
stressed Concrete Continuous and Framed 
Structures, to be held on September 24 
and 25, will now take place at the Institu- 
tion of Civil Engineers, and not at the 
Institution of Structural Engineers, as 
previously stated. In addition the title 
of the symposium has been changed to 
‘Prestressed Concrete Statically Inde- 
terminate Structures.” 


ARCHITECT’S ESTATE 


Mr. Ropert WEIR SCHULTZ WEIR, of 
Hartley Wintney, Hants, architect, left 
estate valued at £53,176. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Mr. STANLEY G. Marriott, A.R.I.C.S., has resigned 
his position as quantity surveyor at Brighton “B” 
Power Station on his appointment as quantity surveyor 
at the headquarters of the New Zealand Government, 
Wellington. His address will be c/o The Bank of New 
Zealand, Lambton Quay, Wellington, New Zealand. 

ANDREW ROBERTS AND PARTNERS, chartered gd 
surveyors, 17, Cromwell-place, S.W.7, have (from 
September 1) opened a branch _ at 41, Northgate- 
street, Bury St. Edmunds. Tel.: 380. 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1851 
Saturday, August 30, 1851 
WESTMINSTER IMPROVEMENT COM- 
MISSION.—A circular has been addressed 
to the’ inhabitants of Westminster by 
Sir Edwin Pearson, the chairman of the 
Westminster Improvement Commission, 
inviting their co-operation in a proposal - 
to erect a statue of her Majesty in that 
portion of the vacant space between the 
Abbey and Victoria-street, the new thor- 
oughfare recently opened, connecting in 
a direct line the region of Belgravia with 
the districts surrounding the Houses of 
Parliament.. It is proposed that the 
statue shall be of fine bronze, seated, of 
the stature of seven feet. 
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Fig. 1.—Flats for European occupation, Lagos. 


THE ARCHITECTURE OF NIGERIA 


By ARTHUR M. FOYLE, BA(Arch), ARIBA, AMTPI 


3.—EUROPEAN BUILDING 
ACTIVITY 


BUILDING work now being carried out 

by Europeans in Nigeria falls into two 
main categories, that carried out by the 
Government through its Public Works 
Department and that undertaken by the 
numerous commercial firms who are con- 
centrated mainly in the southern areas. The 


former category comprises housing for both 
European and African civil servants and pub- 
lic buildings of all kinds, while the latter 
includes staff housing and industrial projects 
to which the Development Plan has given 
a great stimulus. 

In the south early houses for government 
staff were often built of timber and in Lagds 
there are several examples remaining in use. 
It was a usual practice to set the main accom- 
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modation on the first floor for coolness, and 
cast-iron columns or brick piers were used 
for the supports. During the course of time 
the covered area at ground level] and the 
verandah space on the first floor often be- 
came incorporated into the house, greatly 
increasing the area of accommodation avail- 
able but resulting in a most inconvenient 
plan. In the north and in the more inacces- 
sible areas, staff housing was usually con- 
structed of local materials and often by locai 
labour using traditional methods of construc- 
tion. ' 


HOUSING IN EUROPEAN 
RESERVATIONS 

During the ten years 1920-30 a large 
number of houses were constructed in Euro- 
pean Reservations in all parts of the country, 
and much of the accommodation now being 
built follows the general lines of planning 
laid down at that time. The size and type 
of house provided varies strictly in acoord- 
ance with the salary and position of the 
occupant, there being three main categories. 
Planning is usually on a fairly lavish scale 
which gives rise to certain anomalies, for 
example in the case of a single man occupy- 
ing a high position and as a consequence 
living in a house more suited to a married 
man with a family. A typical house for a 
senior official has a covered entrance porch 
leading to a lounge and dining-room with 
ample verandah space. On the first floor are 
two suites, each comprising bedroom, dress- 
ing-room and bathroom. Often one of these 
suites only is occupied, the other being re- 
served for friends or officials in transit, a 
necessary arrangement in a country almost 
completely lacking in hotels. 

Planning throughout is in single blocks 
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Fig. 6.—Semi-detached houses, Ikoyi, Lagos. 


with external walls and windows on two or 
more sides of every room to take advantage 
of cross ventilation. Construction in modern 
work is usually of sandcrete blocks pressed 
out and cured under the trees on the site, 
and is in two-storey work combined with 
a certain amount of pre-cast concrete. Ex- 
teriors, where cost allows. it, are rendered, 
a treatment much to be preferred to 
leaving the hard and unsympathetic block 
walling exposed. Brickwork is now seldom 
used, due to the limited amount of clay avail- 
able and the shortage of fuel for burning. 
First floors, windows and roof construction 
are of hardwood of which there is an abund- 
ant quantity. In early examples roofs were 
of tiles, which are -still.made to a limited 
extent, but now corrugated iron or more 
recently corrugated asbestos and aluminium 
have replaced this material. 


BUNGALOW AND FEATS 
CONSTRUCTION 
During the war housebuilding came prac- 
tically to a standstill, so that at the end of 
the war there was a great amount of leeway 
to be made up. In addition, the Development 


‘Plan demanded the immediate recruitment 


of large numbers of administrative staff, while 
changes in Government policy threw open 
the senior branches of the government ser- 
vices to Africans. There was, thus, a real 
shortage of housing accommodation, and in 
many cases those who already occupied 
houses of the larger kind found themselves 
unable to bear the cost of their upkeep, 
due to the rise in the cost of living. These 
factors have resulted in the building of bun- 
galows, where the accommodation is planned 
on a smaller and more compact scale, and of 
flats. (Fig. 1.) In addition as a short- 
term policy two-roomed semi-detached 
chalets, laid out in connection with a com- 
munal restaurant, have been built in Lagos 
where the housing shortage is particularly 
acute, due mainly to the large numbers ef 
officials -in transit to other parts of the 
Colony. Flat life is proving very popular 
and more are being built in the future. 

The majority of African staff of the lower 
grades do not live in houses designed by the 
Public Works Department but find their 
own accommodation, many with the aid of 
financial assistance from the Government in 
the form of a loan against future salary. 
At that point the interest of the Government 
ceases except in an advisory capacity. This 


is much to be regretted, as a great opportunity 
is thus lost to exercise effective control over 
a large volume of building which has to 
date sprung up in a haphazard way to add to 
the already overwhelming problems facing 
the town planners. If the Government were 
to take a direct interest in the housing of its 
African junior staff, as it does for the 
senior ‘branch of the service, this would have 
the salutory effect of raising the general stand- 
ard of African housing elsewhere by setting 
a good example to private and speculative 
builders... It would also make a positive 
contribution towards 

arresting the uncontrolled 

sprawl which is a feature 

of so many Nigerian 

towns. 


HOUSING FOR 
AFRICAN STAFF %. 


Government - built 
housing for African staff 
is based on a standard 
room size of 10 ft. by 
12 ft. The number of 
rooms provided depends 
on the salary of the occu- 
pant and is graded from 
a two-roomed type, with 
living-room and bedroom 
and communal kitchen 
and latrines, up to a three- 
bedroomed detached 
house. Verandahs are 
provided in all cases. The 
layout makes no attempt 
to conform to the tradi- 
tional compound form, 
and indeed most of the 
schemes built to date 
are too small to be 
planned on community 
lines. Notable exceptions 
are the Colliery housing 
schemes at Enugu which 
are laid out on European 
garden city lines around 
a central green where the 
village hall is placed, 
while careful considera- 
tion has been given to 
the siting of communal 
wash-houses and latrines. 


In the north, an 
attempt has been made 
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to simplify the traditional Moslem plan and 
adapt it to junior staff requirements. A com- 
parison of the plans of the Vom houses (Fig. 
2) shows the essential difference between 
northern and southern practice. Tlie cost 
of the high walls surrounding the women’s 
courtyard is a heavy item, so that the houses 
are usually grouped together to make as many 
as possible of these walls common. The 
Vom plan, unfortunately, makes no provision 
for the traditional “ zaure” where guests 
may be received without intruding on the 
privacy of the womenfolk, and there is no 
room for expansion of the womens’ quarters 
upon the acquisition of additional wives. 


NEED FOR FLEXIBLE PLANNING 


With the exception of the schemes at 
Enugu, little consideration has in the past 
been given to the possibilities of a particular 
site while in their detailed arrangement the 
housing schemes in the south do not provide 
the occupants with any privacy. ‘Fhe gen- 
eral drabness of appearance could be to some 
extent avoided by planning to more flexible 
standards of accommodation. In the larger 
schemes now under way, more attention is 
being paid to layout and there are several 
interesting ‘“ neighbourhood ” projects under 
construction. A recent innovation is the 
building of blocks of flats for Government 
employees, such as policemen and firemen, 
for whom a communal life is essential. The 
standard room size is maintained, but the 
provision of kitchen and sanitary accom- 
modation on a more generous scale represents 
a considerable improvement on pre-war 
standards. The new blocks at Ibadan (Fig. 
3) and Lagos for policemen are amongst the 
best of their kind to be seen in any British 
Colony. 








SS 


Fig. 7.—Kingsway Stores, Lagos. 








286 


Early public buildings were probably the 
product of engineers rather than architects 
but, nevertheless, in many cases are extremely 
satisfying examples of architectural design. 
The Forestry Headquarters at Ibadan (Fig. 
4) is a frank statement of the materials used 
and a’ simple treatment coupled with effec- 
tive siting make this building a most digni- 
fied one. The present tendency, where the 
cost is not prohibitive, is for all public build- 
ings to have a classic monumentality and 
detail, either directly expressed or implied in 
their general proportions. Examples range 
from the provincial post offices to the recently 
completed museum at Ife, specially built to 
display the famous bronze heads. In the 
north the new Legislative Assembly Build- 
ings at Kaduna are an interpretation in sand- 
crete ‘block of the traditional forms and orna- 
ment of Hausa mud buildings. Parapets 
and copings are crowned with the usual phal- 
lic symbols, while use is made of concrete 
panels cast in geometrical designs based on 
the Islamic fret and wall decorations of the 
north. In direct contrast the Legislative 
Buildings at Ibadan (Fig. 5) are functional 
in character, and rely for their elevational 
effect on bold massing of the plan elements. 


The commercial firms have in most cases 
more money to spend on housing their 
employees than the Public Works Depart- 
ment, and they are thus not affected to the 
same extent by present shortages of critical 
materials. The extensive use of reinforced 
concrete results in a great variety of eleva- 
tional treatment. Semi-detached houses, 
but each one with accommodation compar- 
able with that of the larger Government 
types, are popular, and in up-country towns 
guest accommodation is provided for Visit- 
ing representatives. The work of the French 
firms, of which there are several, is distin- 
guished by its open, planning, even in semi- 
detached houses (Fig. 6) little attempt is 
made to provide the complete privacy usual 
in English practice. 

Nigeria’s Development Plan has given an 
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unparalleled stimulus to commercial activity 
in all parts of the country (an example of 
which is seen in Fig. 7). Unfortunately, one 
result of the new prosperity has been an 
uncontrolled flow of population to the towns 
—people who are, in the main, farmers and 
who are tempted to leave their land by the 
illusory benefits of town life. Particularly 
in the south, the suburbs of most towns are 
covered with a mushroom growth of shacks 
where the people live in indescribable 
squalor. In the major towns, however, Statu- 
tory town planning schemes are in operation, 
and in some cases the roads for future exten- 
sions have already been laid out so that 
when expansion takes place it will do so in 
an orderly manner. Lagos, itself, presents 
special problems. Here the extent of the 
squatters colonies far exceeds anything to 
be seen elsewhere, and the problem is com- 
plicated by the fact that the old town is 
surrounded on three sides by lagoons, 
greatly restricting the area available for ex- 
pansion. A master plan has, however, been 
evolved by which swamp land and small 
lagoons are to be reclaimed for new housing, 
while the largest volume of future develop- 
ment is to be concentrated in a satellite town 
on the mainland. 

Town Planning problems in Nigeria appear, 
to date, to have been given comparably little 
attention, not through shortsightedness on 
the part of the Government but because of 
the difficulties of obtaining staff. This wide- 
spread shortage of suitably qualified Euro- 
pean staff, who at this stage of the country’s 
history must act as the spearhead of develop- 
ment, is a problem which is particularly 
acute in Nigeria. It has already had the 
effect of retarding the expected progress of 
the development plan as a whole. In the 
sphere of architecture and town planning, 
it is doubly serious in view of the great 
volume of building which is scheduled to be 
carried out in the immediate future. 


[Concluded. Earlier articles appeared in 
our issues of August 3 and 17.—Epb.] 
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R.LB.A. 
Maintenance Scholarships in Architecture 


(THE Royal Institute of British Architects 

announce that Houston Maintenance 
Scholarships of £125 have been awarded for 
the year 1951-52 to: Mr. Duncan S. Bremner, 
of Aberdeen; Mr. Bryon E. Clack, of 
London, S.W.10; Mr. Alexander G. H. 
Morrow, of London, N.6; and Mr. William 
B. Sidnell, of Wallington, Surrey. 

The Maintenance Scholarships previously 
awarded to the following candidates have 
been renewed: Mr. J. F. Vergette (Welsh 
School of Architecture, The Technical 
College, Cardiff—Howe Green 4th and Sth 
Year Maintenance Scholarship of £40 per 
annum); Mr. C. E. I. Nops (Architectural 
Association—R.I.B.A. 4th and 5th Year 
Maintenance Scholarship of £60 per annum); 
Mr. A. G. Diprose (Architectural Association 
— Ralph Knott Memorial Maintenance 
Scholarship of £45 per annum); Mr. Geoffrey 
Hill (Leeds School of Architecture—Hartley 
Hogarth Maintenance Scholarship of £21 per 
annum); Mr. J. B. Crowther (Welsh School 
of Architecture, The Technical College, 
Cardiff—R.I.B.A. Houston Maintenance 
Scholarship of £125 per annum); Mr. D. G. 
Potter (School of Architecture, The Polytech- 
nic, Regent-street, London — R.LB.A. 
Houston Maintenance Scholarship of £125 
per annum); Mr. H. R. Brady (Bartlett 
School of Architecture, University of London 
—The Builder Maintenance Scholarship of 
£68 per annum). 


COMPETITION OPEN 


COLLEGE OF FURTHER EDUCATION, rons — 
Promoted by Dorset County Council. Premiums : £1,00 

00 and £300. Aqaeanars Mr. Julian Fon soa, 

F.R.LB.A., Mr. S..A. W. . Johnson-Marshall, B.Arch., 
A.R.LB.A.. Mr. H. E. BF ag F.R.LB.A., Mr. J. 
Haynes, M.A. (County Education Officer), and Mr. H. J. 
Shelley, O.B.E. (Chief Inspector M. of E.). Conditions 
from : Clerk to County Council, County Hall, Dorchester, 
Dorset. Dep. £1 1s. Closing date for designs : September 
30, 1951. February 23, 1951. 

Date in italics at the end of paragraph refers to issue 
of “The Builder” in which details of the competition 
appeared. 
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A drawing by Mr. Lawrence Wright of the west elevation of Coventry Cathedral, which was the subject of a recent competition. 
Mr. Basil Spence, O.B.E. F.R.I.B.A., F.R.I.A. S., Architect. 
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The entrance front. Below: The front entrance. 


HOUSE AT HURST ROAD, EAST MOLESEY, SURREY 


ERIC LYONS, FRIBA, AND G. PAULSON 
TOWNSEND, LRIBA, ARCHITECTS 


yas house was completed in November, 1950. 

The contract sum was £1,640. The total floor 
area is 1,190 sq. ft. 

The site has a frontage of 40 ft., overlooking Hurst 
Park Racecourse. Advantage has been taken of the 
2 ft. rise in ground level to provide a balcony at 
mezzanine level over the garage. The client’s 
requirements included a separate dining-room and a 
study-bedroom. 

The construction consists of 11 in. cavity brick 
walls with a 30 ft. timber roof covered with inter- 
locking clay tiles. Internal load-bearing walls are 
44 in. brick and partitions are 23 in. clinker concrete. 
The solid concrete ground-floor slab is waterproofed 
with a bituminous membrane under 1 in. cement 
screed ; finishes are wood block in lounge, dining 
room and -hall, and quarry tiles in kitchen. The 
first-floor construction is timber joists and boarding. 

One wall in the dining-room is built in facing 
brick ; otherwise all walls and ceilings are plastered. 
The internal decoration finishes are generally white 
distemper with panels of wallpaper on one or two 
walls in each room. Flush doors are finished in 
clear matt polish ; otherwise woodwork is mainly 
painted in white or pale grey eggshell finish paint. 

The fireplace in the living-room was executed 
in situ with buff and grey tiles, within a pre-cast 
terrazzo surround. Bathroom, cloaks and working 
end of kitchen are tiled. Hot water is supplied by the 
boiler in the kitchen, feeding the lagged tank in linen 
cupboard which is fitted with an immersion heater. 

The general contractors were Messrs. Shepherds (East 
Molesey), Ltd., East Molesey, Surrey. Sub-contractors 
and suppliers were: Bricks (sand-faced flettens), The 
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View from living-room into dining-room. 


London Brick Co.; wall d.p.c., Astos; floor d.p. 
membrane, Synthaprufe; E.J.M.A. timber windows, 
J. Alsfords, Ltd., Eastbourne, Sussex ; metal windows, 
Williams and Williams, Ltd., Chester; asphalt, High- 
ways Construction Co., Ltd.; wood block flooring, 
Vigers Bros.; electrical installation, F. C. Clover, 
Hanworth, Mddx.; roof tiles (Courtrai interlocking), 


HOUSE AT HURST ROAD, EAST MOLESEY 
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View in hall. 


Langley London, Ltd.; glazing, Claremont Glass Works ; 
fireplace surround, Art Pavements, Ltd. ; boiler, Ideal ; 
kitchen fitments, Built-in Fixtures, Ltd. ; ironmongery, 
Stedall and Co., Ltd.; sanitary fittings, John Knowles 
and Co. (London), Ltd. ; convector fire, Camelon Iron 
Co., Ltd., Falkirk ; paint and distemper, I.C.I., Ltd. ; 
and wallpaper, John Line and Co., Ltd. 





Staircase from half-landing. 


Left : The living-room. 





~) 
Q 
oO 
BF i Sie Se ae 


se Aachen ABE 





290 


THE BUILDER 


ST. GEORGE’S HALL, 
KING’S LYNN 


A Fifteenth-century Guildhall 
converted to an Arts Centre 


MARSHALL SISSON, FSA, FRIBA, 
ARCHITECT FOR WORK OF 
RESTORATION 


‘THE Guild of St. George the Martyr was 
first formed in 1376, and by 1406 had 
become important enough for the grant by 
Henry IV of a Charter “ for establishing to 
the honour of God and the glorious martyr 
St. George of a fraternity, brotherhood and 
perpetual Guild,” and given leave to purchase 
the land and buildings then upon the site of 
the present St. George’s Hall, which was built 
between 1410 and 1420, just prior to the re- 
building of the Hall of the Holy Trinity Guild 
—now the Town Hall—in place of this Guild’s 
previous hall, burnt down in 1421. The use 
of St. George’s Guildhall for its original 
purpose only lasted for about a century and 
a half, and in 1560 the site and cellars were 
sold, but “‘ the Great Hall and the Butlery and 
Kitchen”’ were reserved to the Corporation. 


EARLY RECORDS 


Although there are no specific records 
of the use of the Hall as a theatre 
before 1713, an entry in the Corporation 
Minutes in 1594 forbade players to perform 
there or in the Town Hall, and from this negative 
evidence it may be presumed that St. George’s 
Hall had been used for dramatic performances, which 
lends colour to the cherished conjecture that Shake- 
speare may have been a member of one of the travelling 
companies of actors who played in the Hall between 
1585 and 1653, especially as one such company, the 
Lord Admiral’s Men, with whom he is thought to 
have been associated, are known to have been so 











East front as reconstructed. 


near as Norwich in 1593. Also, the Queen’s Players 
performed in King’s Lynn in 1585 and 1595, and 
His Majesty’s Players in 1635. 

The building was thereafter used successively as 
a French school, a sailmaker’s workshop, and in 
1653, during the Civil War, as an armoury and 
powder magazine. In 1766, it was adapted by the 
Corporation for use as a theatre at a cost of £450, and 
a careful survey of the remains of this work by Mr. 


Left: East front before reconstruction. Below: Interior, 
looking west, showing remains of proscenium and forestage 
: of the eighteenth-century theatre. 
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Richard Southern, of the Society for Theatre Re- 
search, has provided evidence upon which he has 
based a conjectural reconstruction of the stage and 
its immediate surroundings, as existing in the time of 
George III. It appears probable that the principal 
acting space consisted of a forestage, about 20 ft. 
wide and 14 ft. deep, covered by a plastered 
proscenium ceiling, and flanked by tiered boxes the 
fronts of which sloped inwards towards the back- 
stage, giving an artificial effect of perspective which 
characterised the Restoration Theatre, of which 
period this theatre may, in Mr. Southern’s opinion, 
be considered to have been a late survival. The 
last performance at the theatre, then known as The 
King Street Theatre, was, in 1814, when a new 
theatre was built in the town, and the Corporation 
sold their interest in the Hall, since when it had been 
variously used as a granary, a wool warehouse, and 
lastly as a scene painter’s workshop and store. 

The Hall has a frontage to the northern end of 
King-street, which runs parallel to the River Ouse, 
and on this, riverwards, side consists almost entirely 
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of the houses built by wealthy merchant adventurers 
in the heyday of King’s Lynn, during the seventeenth 
and eighteenth centuries ; at its other end, where it 
joins Queen-street, stands the architectural gem of the 
town, Henry Bell’s Custom House, of such perfection 
that many have, in the past, credited its design to 
Sir Christopher Wren. 


THE GREAT HALL 


The Great Hall of the Guild, 107 ft. long and 
29 ft. wide, is on the upper floor and is still covered 
with its original massive rafter roof. Below the 
Hall, and on street level, was a vaulted undercroft 
which was probably used for the storage of mer- 
chandise, with a long passage at the side leading from 
the street to the ground at the back. From the west 
end of the Hall a long range of old warehouses runs 
down to the river bank, where there is a private 
quay approached through a Tudor arched gateway. 
The walls of these buildings are largely contemporary 
with, or even older than, the Guildhall itself. 

The old brick walls of the building are tremen- 
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dously thick, but some early subsidence is indicated 
by the five huge buttresses which give added support 
to the north wall. These buttresses are 4 ft. thick, 
and have a projection of 10 ft. at their bases which 
are pierced by arched openings 2 ft. 6 in. wide, 
through which an open “fleet ” or sewer once flowed, 
and the Corporation Minutes record frequent pay- 
ments for ‘‘ scouringe and makinge cleane of the 
fflete against St. George’s Hall.” It is thought 
that at the time of building the five buttresses, the 
outwards thrust of the roof was relieved by inserting 
an equal number of king post roof trusses carrying a 
central plate to support the collars, and one of these 
trusses still remains in position. It also seems likely 
that, at the same time, the vaulting over the under- 
croft was removed, and the present heavy oak floor 
substituted. This floor consists of 6-in. rebated oak 


timbers laid on massive oak beams, 16 in. to 18 in. 


square in section. 


THE LARGEST GUILDHALL 

The buildings, as a whole, form what is probably 
the most complete example of the premises of a 
medieval Merchant Guild existing in England, and 
since the destruction, during the war, of the Guild- 
halls of London and York, this is the largest intact 
medieval Guildhall in this country. In 1945, the 
building had become dilapidated and derelict, and 
was offered for sale. In order to prevent its probable 
demolition, the property was bought by the late 
A. P. B. Penrose in the hope that some means would 
be found to renew its life and usefulness, and by his 
efforts the Pilgrim Trust were persuaded to contribute 
towards the cost of its restoration and, aided by 
generous financial support from the Arts Council 
and public subscriptions, it has been adapted as an 
Arts Centre. The property is now vested in the 
National Trust, and a St. George’s Arts Trust has 
been formed to take a long maintaining lease. 

In the repair and conversion of the building for 
its future use, the chief concern has been to con- 
serve the ancient structure with the least possible 
removal of material, or alteration of form, and the 
nature of the accommodation has therefore been 
governed to a great degree by the existing plan. The 
stabilisation of the old fabric has been completed at 
a moderate cost ; the roof was stripped, the timbers 
repaired and treated for beetle. Tie rods were in- 
serted, and a continuous reinforced concrete plate 





CROSS SECTION 


The cross section. 


Right: The bar. 
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Conjectural reconstruction of general appearance of the 
Georgian troscenium. Based on a sketch by Richard Southern. 


formed at eaves level in the south wall, to arrest the 
outwards displacement caused by the thrust of the 
rafter feet. This wall has been further strengthened 
by the addition of two buttresses and the old roof 
tiles relaid. Two old windows, previously blocked, 
have been opened up, and provided with tracery to 
match their original fellows. The large window to the 
King-street front had disappeared except for the 
brick jambs and relieving arch, and this window has 
been fitted with simple tracery and no attempt made 
at conjectural imitation. 


THE THEATRE BAR 


New teak flooring is laid over the old oak floor, 
and a staircase provided to give access from anentrance 
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foyer at street level ; the undercroft, where part of the 
vault of the old wine cellar has been cut away, is used 


as a theatre bar. A green room has been con- 
structed behind the stage, and dressing-rooms formed 
in part of the old range of warehouses, beyond, 
below and adjoining which are ample stores for 
theatrical properties. The building is electrically 
heated, and the stage equipped with all the apparatus 
required for normal dramatic productions. 

The Hall will be suitable not only for plays and 
concerts but also for exhibitions, meetings, receptions 
and dances. Seating for 359 persons is provided 
in the form of movable blocks of 
chairs, the seats at the rear being 
raised on platforms which can be 
cleared away to provide a clear space of 
level floor when required. Her Majesty 
The Queen graciously opened the Hall on 
July 24, 1951, when the first King’s 
Lynn Festival commenced. It is of in- 
terest that among those presented to Her 
Majesty, in addition to the architect, 
were seven of the master craftsmen, led 
by Mr. Harold Leake, the general 


foreman. L. E. WALKER. 


Above : Interior, looking east, and showing 
the new window before the curtains were fixed. 


Right : The interior looking towards the stage. 
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The electrical consultant for the work was Mr. G. T. 
Redgment, A.M.I.E.E., M.Cons.E., and the general 
contractors, Messrs. R. W. Dye and Son, Ltd. The 
suppliers and sub-contractors were : Stonework, Rutland 
Masonry Works, Ltd. ; glazing, G. King and Son (Lead 
Glaziers), Ltd. ; electrical contractors, A. Pank and Son, 
Ltd. ; stage lighting, Stage Electrical Equipment, Ltd. ; 
curtains, Hall and Dixon, Ltd.; seating, Pel, Ltd. ; 
metal escape staircases, Haywards, Ltd. ; flagstaff, K. H. 
East and Co., Ltd. ; carpeting, Jermyns, Ltd. ; and fire 
protection, Minimax, Ltd. 

The photographs of this building as restored were by 
Mr. John Norman, of King’s Lynn. 
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FACTORY-MADE 


HOUSE 


* Designed by 
A. B. ARMSTRONG, ARIBA, 
ARAIA 


HE Riley-Newsum house, _illus- 

trated on this page, is contributing 
towards the solution of Australia’s 
housing problem. A _ factory-made 
timber dwelling, it is being exported 
by Messrs. H. Newsum, Sons and Co., 
Ltd., of Lincoln, who have secured a 
contract from the Australian Govern- 
ment worth £1,250,000. 


The house is rectangular in shape, 
giving a floor area of approximately 
1,060 sq. ft. It has been designed by 
an Australian architect, Mr. A. B. 
Armstrong, A.R.I.B.A., A.R.A.LA., 
and the construction has been developed 
by the technicians of H. Newsum, Sons 
and Co., Ltd., under the direction of 
Mr. James Riley. The accommo- 
dation comprises an entrance hall, 
living-room, dining-room, kitchen, 
laundry, w.c., bathroom, two double 
bedrooms and one single bedroom, all 
with a ceiling height of 8 ft. The 
house has been designed to suit the 
climate in Australia, and though this 
varies to a marked degree as one would 
expect in so vast a continent, it has 
been possible to cater for extremes, and 
in consequence the method of ventilat- 
ing the roof space, and the ceiling 
insulation of glass wool, perform a dual 
function in maintaining an equable 
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temperature inside the house in both 
extreme heat and cold. 

The Australian practice is to build 
these houses with the floor level about 
1 ft. 6 in. above the ground, the house 
itself resting entirely on a series of 
concrete stumps driven or built into the 
ground. The only brickwork in the 
house is the hearth and chimney ; the 
hearth is in the living-room and the 
chimney also accommodates the flue 
from a wood-burning cooking stove. 
Hardwood bearers of local timber are 
placed on the concrete stumps, and the 
house rests on these bearers, its wéight 
being approximately 12 tons. Com- 
plete fly-screening is provided to all 
doors and windows. Metal flashings 
are provided to the tops of the concrete 
posts and a complete flashing round the 
house below the floor level is also 
incorporated as a protection against 
ants. 


The method of erection is simple. 
After the stumps have been driven and 
the bearers laid on them, complete with 
ant flashings, the floor joists are laid, 
including the perimeter joists, right 
around the building, and the flooring 
is then spiked to these joists. The 
house is built tunnel fashion ; a start 
being made at one corner. An end 
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wall is then erected from the panels 
and both the front and rear wall can be 
worked on at the same time. As soon 
as a sufficient number of wall panels 
are erected, the gable end is installed 
and the first truss swung into position 
on top of the wall plate, which is 
tongued to the wall panels. Ceiling 
joists are next put in position and 
spiked. Purlins are installed, and if it 
is desired the portion of the roof thus 
completed may be covered with the 
aluminium sheets. This method of 
erecting the carcase is carried out in 
nine stages. 

The ceiling board is next fixed, and 
afterwards the ceiling runners, which 
position the internal wall panels, are 
nailed up. The internal wall panels 
are then put in position, it will be 
noted that the same loose tongue method 
of fastening them to each other is 
adopted. The panels containing door- 
ways are put in their correct positions 
and the junctions at floor and ceiling 
have the requisite trim to cloak the 
joints. All cupboards are next assem- 
bled on the site and it will be seen that 
the necessary holes are bored in these 
cupboards to take all pipes. Pipes, 
being cut to dead length and prebent, 
present no difficulty in installation. 


When the house is complete the 
vertical weatherboarding presents an 
unbroken line; this is obtained by in- 
serting one weather-board after the 
panels are fixed in position. The joints 
in the plasterboard are dealt with in the 
normal manner, that is, with a scrim tape 
oracover mould, at will. The eaves soffit 
is 18in. wide, and is nailed toasprocket. 
Barge boards and fascia are provided, 
giving complete roof closure and a very 
neat appearance. The erection of the 
house, including all finishing trades, 
i.e., the whole of the house, including 
foundations, requires 550 man-hours 
or 12 men approximately one week, 
and it is this factor which is of so great 
importance in Australia. 

The electrical system is interesting, 
in that it differs from England practice. 
There are no fuses but circuit breakers 
are provided to the different appliances 
and also to light and power. Hot 
water is obtained by a “ Braemar ” 
electric water heater. Washing is 
done in a 4-kilowatt wash boiler. 
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THE BUILDER 


NEW ZEALAND’S NEW HOUSING POLICY 


Government’s Encouragement of Self-Help and 
' Home Ownership 


By MAJOR JOHN G. MARTIN, MBE, HonAMTPI (formerly 
General Secretary of the National Housing and Town Planning Council) 


HEN Mr. S. G. Holland, leader of 
the National Party in New 
Zealand, became Prime Minister of the 
Dominion in December, 1949, he took 
immediate steps to fulfil his election 
pledges that his party, if returned to 
office, ‘‘ would encourage home ownership 
and self-help.” It was soon realised that 
the housing policy of the new Government 
would differ substantially from that.of the 
previous Labour Government. .The vari- 
ous administrative measures adopted by 
the Government have now been explained 
in a comprehensive statement entitled 
“ Housing Policy.” 

In this statement Mr. Holland declares 
that since adequate housing is essential to 
public welfare, his Government aims at 
enabling every family to obtain accommo- 
dation with sufficient comfort, space, 
light, ventilation, sanitation, and con- 
venience for healthy and harmonious 
living. The object of the new policy 
will be to encourage people to own their 
own homes, because home building and 
home ownership develop initiative, self- 
reliance, and thrift. 


According to Mr. Holland, the Labour 
Party’s policy of erecting State houses and 
restricting private enterprise has exag- 
gerated the demand for rental houses, 
which are generally let at uneconomic 
rents. . This has imposed a burden on the 
tax payers and has discouraged many 
people from saving and building their own 
homes. In - future, therefore, private 
building will be encouraged by the pro- 
vision of adequate finance, the removal of 
restrictions, and the increase of building 
materials and labour. 


PROVISION OF SITES 


One of the first problems of a prospec- 
tive home builder is the finding of a suit- 
able site. Both local authorities and 
private landowners will, therefore, be 
encouraged to sub-divide suitable areas 
into building sites. The Government is 
also making a number of its own developed 
sections of land available for private 
purchase. 


In those cases where insufficient sec- 
tions are available, the Government may 
acquire land and develop it for resale, due 
regard being paid to the proximity of the 
sites to places of employment, transport, 
and civic amenities, as well as to the 
necessity for keeping costs at a reasonable 
level. Not more than one section will be 
sold or leased by the Government to each 
applicant. Successful applicants are first 
granted a temporary lease for one year 
with rent charged at 4} per cent. of the 
price of the land. As soon as the lessee 
gives proof of his arrangements to build, 
he can obtain a permanent title to the land. 


Since July, 1950, local authorities have 
had power to issue building permits and 
this decentralised system obviates much 


delay. The maximum permitted floor 
space for a new dwelling has been increased 
to 1,600 square feet, but large families 
can obtain permits for the construction 
of larger houses. .All important building 
materials have now been freed from sales 
tax, and imported materials are either 
entirely free from duty or else subject 
to a very low tariff. 


Under the terms of the Joint Family 
Homes Act, 1950, a family home having a 
value not exceeding £4,000 can be held 
in dual ownership by husband and wife, 
and on the death of either of them the 
house passes to the survivor. When one 
partner dies, no death duties will, in future, 
be levied on the value of his (or her) share 
in the house up to £2,000, and the home 
is also protected from creditors, other than 
mortgagees, up to this amount. 

An important amendment to the Ten- 
ancy Act, 1948, provides that in the case 
of new tenancies granted after March 1, 
1950, landlords and tenants may establish 
their own conditions, subject to the ap- 
proval of the Rents Officer (a State official). 
This enables property owners to. let 
accommodation for definite periods with 
the certainty that they can regain posses- 
sion at the agreed time. Another amend- 
ment to the Act provides that when houses 
are let by employers to their employees, 
possession can be regained by the former, 
if-and when the latter take up other 
employment. 


FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 


The Government’s lending policy is 
carried out mainly by the State Advances 
Corporation. There are two types of 
loan. The first is a loan of up to two- 
thirds of the value of the security, the 
usual limit of the loan being £2,500. 
The second type is a loan of up to 90 per 
cent. of the value of the security with a 
limit of £2,000. The rate of interest on 
loans is at present 44 per cent. and repay- 
ments can be spread over periods up to 
35 years, according to the type of security 
offered. 


‘Under the suspensory loan scheme a 
condition subsidy is granted towards 
the cost of building a home for the owner’s 
own occupation. Briefly, a ‘‘ suspensory 
loan” is free from interest, becomes 
repayable if the house is sold or otherwise 
disposed of within seven years, and is 
converted into a grant when the seven- 
years’ period has expired. The amount 
of a suspensory loan is limited to 10 per 
cent. of the approved cost of the house, 
witha maximum of £200, as the permitted 
cost limit is £2,000, save in exceptional 
cases. 


STATE HOUSING 


Although the Government’s policy is to 
encourage private ownership of houses, it 
is recognised that there are many families 
who, for various reasons, cannot build or 
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buy their own homes. These include 
pensioners, persons with low incomes, 
Maori people, returned servicemen, and 
certain classes of State employees. The 
Government will, therefore, continue to 
build State houses to meet the needs of 
such groups. 


Since building costs are higher in rural 
districts than in towns, the problem of 
rural housing presents special difficulties. 
The Government is sponsoring loans for 
housing to individual farmers through the 
State Advances Corporation. "To meet 
the need of outlying areas, the corporation 
has been empowered to lend money to 
local authorities for the development of 
housing estates. 


The Government is determined _ to 
secure the improvement of Maori housing 
conditions. Most Maoris live in rural 
districts and they are usually unfamiliar 
with modern housing standards. About 
2,000 new dwellings will be required 
annually for 30 years if all Maoris in New 
Zealand are to be properly accommodated. 
The Government hopes to provide about 
500 houses a year for Maoris and will 
encourage the Maori people to construct 
houses of European standards for them- 
selves with the assistance of loans. 


SLUM CLEARANCE 


Although the prime responsibility for 
slum clearance rests with the local 
authorities, the Government recognises 
that it must share with them the financial 
commitments for such onerous work. 
The Government therefore intends to 
exercise its powers under the Housing 
Improvement Act, 1945, whereby it can 
subsidise local bodies undertaking re- 
clamation work.. While there are prac- 
tically no slum areas in New Zealand 
comparable with those in older countries, 
there is sufficient sub-standard and obso- 
lete property in the larger cities to give 
rise to serious misgivings. 

To ensure that a substantial part of 
New Zealand’s building resources are 
devoted to the construction of dwelling- 
houses, the Government is_ restricting 
commercial building, but this cannot 
continue indefinitely. There is at present 
a great shortage of building labour which 
can only be met by arranging for youths 
leaving school to become building appren- 
tices and by increasing immigration so as 
to ease the general labour shortage. 

Steps are being taken to obtain larger 
supplies of building materials. Timber 
supplies are now increasing steadily as a 
result of a Government subsidy for the pay- 
ment of overtime to sawmill workers. The 
importation of cement has been substan- 
tially increased and new plant for its local 
production will be operating in 1952. 
The Government has also freed many 
building materials from import control. 
A Royal Commission has been set up to 
investigate the problems involved in 
speeding up shipping transport. 

The foregoing measures demonstrate 
very clearly that the New Zealand Govern- 
ment has great faith in the social value of 
home ownership. The new policy seems 
admirably suited to the needs and charac- 
ter of the people of this far-distant 
Dominion. : 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


LONDON BUILDERS’ 
CONFERENCE 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—In your leading article of 
August 24, you again attempt— 
though with significantly less assurance— 
to justify the extravagant terms of your 
earlier attack on the London Builders’ 
Conference and on building contractors 
generally: this time you seem to rely 
for your case in no small measure on the 
misuse of past statements of mine. 


In view of the fact that from the outset 
the Conference has declared the mainten- 
ance of fair competition to be its primary 
objective, it is difficult to see how any such 
statements as to the action of individual 
contractors in the conditions then obtain- 
ing can justify your assertion that the case 
for the Conference is ‘‘ based on the 
assumption that all [my italics] com- 
petition is vicious and suicidal.” P 

And it is astonishing that you should 
try to join me with yourself in the attack 
on the building contractor as “‘ agent- 
cum-pay-clerk shedding all responsibility 
on the architect,” because of my forecast 
“that the time will come when the main 
contractor, becoming more and more the 
business manager of the enterprise, will 
be remunerated, like the architect, on a 
tee basis.” I would certainly not myself 
refer in such insulting terms to the 
tremendous responsibilities attaching to- 
day to the main contractor. 


You will gather from reference above to 
a fee basis for builders that I find no such 
“basic difference’ as yourself between 
what you call the “ professional ”’ and the 
“commercial” sides of the industry in 
the matter of price-competition. Such 
competition obtains today in many pro- 
fessions, e.g., the barrister, the artist, 
the actor and the surgeon, i.e., so far as 
he has not been nationalised, and as you 
yourself point out, some builders now work 
on a fee basis. The operative, whom you 
dub “ commercial,’”’ is coming to be paid 
by results but so is the architect whose 
fee is based on the eventual total cost of 
the building. Underlying all our snobbish 
distinctions is the fundamental oneness of 
human nature and its reactions to the 
conditions of life. To my mind the 
extent to which price competition should 
be applied in any circumstances is not a 
matter of high moral principle as the 
economists—and apparently yourself— 
would have us believe but one of 
expediency: what will give the best 
results for all concerned. 


You still seem to hold that sub-con- 
tractors should be immune from competi- 
tion; contrary to Mr. Philip Bennett, 
writing in the same issue. And I was 
moved almost to tears by your eloquent 
passage describing the plight of sub- 
contractors in the days before the practice 
of nomination became general! ‘‘ The 
horrible process of farming out these 
sub-trades to the cheapest bidder, the 
beating down of a reputable sub-con- 
tracting firm to the price of the lowest 
disreputable tenderer and the abuses and 
bad workmanship to which this led . . 
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I had to rub my eyes to make sure you 
were not quoting what the Simon Com- 
mittee said about the treatment of the 
main contractor under the present com- 
petitive system! But you seem to have: 
little sympathy for the main contractor— 
surprisingly little in view of the title of 
your journal! The price he quotes, you 
say, “‘is not something forced on the 
builder: he submits .his own tender 
and it is only his own fault if... he 
generally submits an inadequate price 
. ” But does not this apply equally to 
the sub-contractor? If you attach any 
weight at all to consistency, I can only 
presume that your remedy for the main 
contractor, as for the sub-contractor, is 
nomination without competition. 


But for the reasons given in my previous 
letter the Conference is opposed to this as 
a general practice, and so I gather are 
most clients and architects, and regards 
its own scheme of operation as containing 
the essentials of a satisfactory solution. 
Where then do we go from here? A pre- 
war Joint Committee of the R.I.B.A. and 
the R.I.C.S. reported : 


The Joint Committee consider that 
the majority of the evils of price-cutting 
arise largely from competition between 
firms of builders whose standards of 
workmanship, financial stability and 
general standing in the industry are 
widely different. They feel that it 
often lies within the power of architects 
—and it is indeed already the practice 
of many architects—to advise their 
clients to restrict the invitations to 
tender to firms of builders in the same 
class, judged by these standards. 


This is good as far as it goes and we 
welcome the advice of such architects to 
their clients, especially if followed, but it 


stops far short of the Simon Committee’s’ 


recommendation, and like that receommen- 
dation, it contains no provisions for 
ensuring its general application. It was 
in a desire to work out agreed provisions 
of this kind that the Conference asked 
for joint discussions. You apparently 
think that, in spite of the great importance 
of this issue to all sections of the building 
industry, the architects and the surveyors 
should not respond until the Conference 
produces a solution acceptable to them. 
Judging from a recent announcement, 
the R.I.B.A. for its part prefers to give 
its attention to questioning the traditional 
freedom of the building contractor in 
the preparation of his tender and in the 
disposal of any monies received under a 
contract. 


Finally, may I add a few words in 
answer to Mr. Philip Bennett’s letter. 
He will find an answer to most of his | 
criticisms in the three penultimate para-’ 
graphs of my previous letter. I would 
merely add this: there is not, and never 
has been, any question under the Confer- 
ence of the contractors for a job getting 
together and arranging the tenders. Com- 
petition is maintained in accordance with 
the rules exactly as I have stated. 


ALFRED Hurst, Chairman, 
London Builders’ Conference. 


32, Portland-place, W.1. 
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To the Editor of The Builder 


Git —The appalling atmosphere of de- 
featism surrounding certain state- 

ments in Sir Alfred Hurst’s letter in your 

issue of August 17 must, indeed, have 

caused rejoicing in the hearts of the 
nationalisers.” 


There can never be any justification for 
builders to attempt to fix prices. ‘Time 
and time again events have proven that 
competition breeds greater efficiency ; 
provides better service, and instigates 
wider development and research. Monopo- 
lies herald the gradual decline of any 
industry, with consequent loss of efficiency 
and enterprise. 


If tendering has reached the stage when 
contractors generally are submitting un- 
economical prices to obtain the job, it is 
timely for them to be taught a sharp lesson 
by ruthlessly condemning the resultant 
scamped work. But this must be universal, 
and not confined to the few architects or 
clerks of works who have the reputation 
for being “‘ exacting.” 

There may be very good reasons why 
the margin between tenders for the same 
contract can be as much as £100,000. I 
find it incredible that such variations can 
occur if the job has been priced on a bill 
of quantities, and can only assume that a 
combination of “pricing out” and 
“under pricing” has caused the dis- 
crepancy. (I do not refer here to the 
more complicated types of structures.) 
However, it should not be difficult for 
anyone accustomed to dealing with tenders 
to recognise either of these practices and, 
in my opinion, the abnormally low price 
should be examined very carefully, and 
due attention paid to the reputation, 
financial standing, etc., of the firm in- 
volved. Only if there is no reasonable 
doubt that the contract can be carried out 
at the price quoted should this contractor 
be accepted to perform the work. 

Coming to sub-contractors, and the 
suggestion that ‘‘it is not uncommon to 
find as much as two-thirds of a contract 
consisting of fixed amounts specified by 
the architect to be carried out by specialist 
sub-contractors,” how does this preclude 
competition ? Because an amount is 
shown on a contract as a fixed sum, this 
does not necessarily mean that competitive 
prices were not obtained from several 
specialist sub-contractors prior to arrival 
at the final figure. After all, the architect 
must study his client’s interests at all 
times, and is entitled to discard certain 
quotations if he takes all points into con- 
sideration. As Mr. 
remarks so wisely in his letter in your last 
issue, price is not the only factor. 


Possibly a better method of appointing 
sub-contractors could be devised, and I 
agree once again with Mr. Lilly that the 
main contractor should be consulted more 
than at present. Could not the final 
choice -of specialist sub-contractors be 


_held over in all cases until the main con- 


tract had been placed, and the successful 
contractor decide with the architect which 
specialists should be employed ? By 
this means the sub-contractor would have 
a more direct responsibility to satisfy the 
main contractor, and the main contractor 
would have some opportunity of turning 





W. Gordon Lilly- 
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down the sub-contractor who had failed 
to satisfy him in the past. The final 
ruling would, of course, be that of the 
architect. If architects accept low tenders 
and allow contractors to get away with 


low-quality work, then they have only, 


themselves to blame. The uneconomic- 
ally low tenders would soon disappear if 
the contractor could not make this work pay. 


To reason that fixed prices are the 
answer to cut-price tendering is as tacit 
a piece of defeatist reasoning as man can 


produce. 
A. W. Hupson. 


2, Menelik-road, N.W.2. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—I had intended to let pass your 
leading article of July 27 on the 
London Builders’ Conference, as I had con- 
sidered that it must have been written either 
as a joke or by somebody who was so ill- 


informed.-as to conditions in. the- building. - 


industry that it was not worth comment. 

However, Sir Alfred Hurst has seen fit 
to reply in very serious vein, and to have 
pointed out the errors contained in your 
article. It does not need me to qualify 
anything he has said, all. of which is 
factual, but I feel I must reinforce his 
point about your extraordinary conception 
of the building contractor’s function on a 
large contract. . It is such an astounding 
conception that it escapes all form of 
reality, and, arising from this one point 
alone, I cannot believe that the writer of 
the article has ever been inside a building 
contractor’s office or been on a major 
building contract. Had he had an oppor- 
tunity of visiting a building site he would 
have been made to realise that the. only 
way in which buildings are erected to-day 
in a satisfactory manner is when there is 
complete team-work on the site between 
the architect and the building contractor, 
and that quite prodigious: feats of in- 
genuity and organisation have to be 
performed by the contractor, without 
whose organising powers it is impossible 
to imagine any building being erected at 
all. 

I still find it incredible to understand 
how such an article could* have been 
written seriously by your normally very 
respected journal. 

H. VINCENT. 

St. James’ House, 

Kensington-square, W.8._ - 


RI.B.A. _ASSOCIATESHIP AND 
OFFICE EXPERIENCE 


To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—We were glad to see that the case of 
the ex-Service students and the 
R.I.B.A. ruling on the Professional Prac- 
tice Examination has been taken up in 
your journal (August 17). 

We are both in a similar position to 
Messrs. Scully and Manning, the writers 
of the letter you published the previous 
week, being married’ and with families as, 
indeed, are many of our fellow students. 

The idea behind the R.I.B.A. ruling is 
very sound, but its arbitrary application 
shows a remarkable lack of appreciation 
of the type of student at present complet- 
ing the course. By this ryling the R.I.B.A. 
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seek to raise the status of the Associate- 
ship, which is a good thing, but most ex- 
Sérvice students have completed at least 
a year in offices during vacations, due not 
only to the previous R.I.B.A. require- 
ments but also for financial reasons. 


We are not immature youngsters, as the 
R.LB.A. probably imagine, but men 
between the ages of 28-31 who have held 
positions of responsibility during the war. 

It is understood that the Board of 
Architectural Education have already been 
approached in this matter and have 
expressed themselves unable or unwilling 
to set up a tribunal to review individual 
cases of obvious injustice. This shows a 
great lack of consideration on the part of 
a body who represent the leaders of our 
profession for those who, through war 
service, were not able to qualify earlier. 

JoHN HowELL, 
MICHAEL RAYNER. 


6, Sutton-court Mansions, 
Chiswick, W.4., 


SCOTTISH LOW-COST HOUSING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—May I be permitted to pass a 
few comments on the recently pub- 
lished. plans relating to. the above? 
Frankly I was amazed at the number of 
essential points of economical and prac- 
tical planning which had been disregarded. 


In order to remain as brief as possible I 
will confine my criticisms to the four- 
apartment cottage as reproduced in your 
issue of August 3, which I enumerate 
as follows :— 


(1) From the point of view of economy 
and efficiency the plumbing layout receives 
no marks at all. The lengths of draw-off 
to bath and sink are very nearly the maxi- 
mum that can be achieved and appear 
limited only by the size of the house. 


(2) There is a vacant corner in the 
kitchen adjacent to the tub that appears 
entirely inaccessible. 

(3) It seems that the dustbin must be 
stored in the back garden and dragged 
through the house on the appointed day. 


(4) .The window to the dining space has 
surely been deliberately sited to make it 
as difficult as possible for any of the diners 
to gain a view of the garden. 

(5) The kitchen provides no space for a 
decent sized table for food preparation and 
cooking activities generally, unless a table 
is intended to be placed in the centre of 
the room, when the latter would become 
intolerably cramped. 

(6) The only. w.c. for five persons is 
placed in the bathroom, which is con- 
sidered by most. authorities to be un- 
desirable and for my own part as the very 
last economy that should be resorted to. 

(7). The second and third bedrooms are 
of ‘unpleasantly narrow proportions and 
their effective floor areas are therefore 
below those given. wey 

(8) The open fireplace and airing cup- 
board in the main bedroom leave a totally 
inadequate space for furniture, in fact, the 
planning of this room shows an incon- 
ceivable disregard for the placing of 
furniture. The position of the window 
in this room is quite wrong and does not 
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permit of a decent sized wardrobe being 
placed in the only otherwise available 
position. in the room, namely against the 
party wall. Clearly the designers have 
allowed the positions of windows to be 
dictated by the elevation. Normally when 
this sort of situation arises the architeet 
scraps the design and starts again. 


If all these shortcomings, for some are 
inevitable in all low-cost designs, were 
offset by some outstanding features of 
good planning one would be more hesi- 
tant to criticise, but on the contrary it is 
observed that windows have been thrown 
in for full measure and at the end of it all 
the design requires 860 feet super. of 
floor area which reveals no remarkable 
economy even in this direction. In fact, 
to be perfectly honest, the more I study 
the design the more I wonder how it has 
been possible to commit so many errors 
in one small design. Even the model 
elevation does not conform with the plan 
to which it is presumed to relate. 

Joun: A. RoBERSON. 


60, Greenways, 
Beckenham, Kent. 


“ SHODDY WORKMANSHIP ” 
To the Editor of The Builder 


IR,—Your correspondent, Mr. A. W. 
Hudson, has illustrated beautifully 
(in his letter of August 3) the prevalent 
attitude of the workman in building to-day, 
and it indicates why. that workman will 
never be a craftsman. A job has been 
shoddily done and the man is ready with a 
thousand excuses for it; it never enters 
his mind to sweep it away and do it again 
properly. 

More often than not, he doesn’t know 
how. His is the tragedy of the half- 
trained, the part-trained, or the untrained. 
** Provincial Contractor ”’ (in his letter of 
August 17) sets out clearly and truly many 
of the reasons for this state of affairs. 
And yet something else is lacking, which 
will have to be rediscovered before we are 
again entitled to be proud of our work. 
It begins with a change of heart. When 
I was apprenticed, I learned there was a 
point at which each day’s work could 
properly be relinquished until the morrow, 
and we carried on until then, regardless 
of whether it was half an hour beyond 
‘** knocking-off ” time or not. The toil 
itself was our aim, not the fruits of the toil 
—the 1s. 6d. per hour, or whatever the 
rate was. 

** Once Britain had her craftsmen, 
Who worked with pride and care, 
Seeking truth and beauty ; 
The worthless man was rare. 
But we’ve learned to watch the clock, 
And fix a high reserve, 
On our poor gimcrack ‘ output,’ 
—We get what we deserve !” 
Southampton. VECTIS. 
BOOKS RECEIVED 


MODERN’ BUILDINGS IN LONDON. A 
pocket guide. Compiled by Ian McCullum. 
(London:. The Architectural Press.) Price 
3s. 6d. 

PREFABRICATION OF Houses. By B. Kelly. 
(London: Chapman and Hall.) Price 60s. 

TEACH YOURSELF Joinery. By T. O. 
Howard. (London: English Universities 
Press.) Price 6s. 
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SHORTAGE OF BUILDING 
APPRENTICES 
B.A.T.C.’s Report to Minister of 
Works 


(THAT the building industry is likely to 

suffer in the future from a serious 
shortage of properly trained apprentices 
unless vigorous action is taken is the opinion 
expressed in a report made by the Building 
Apprenticeship and Training Council to the 
Minister of Works. The report is based on 
a census of apprentices held in May, 1950, 
as part of the general census held annually 
by the Ministry of Works to secure’ statistical 
information about building undertakings. 
For the first time the council has been able 
to view apprenticeship in the country 
comprehensively. 

The Building Apprenticeship and Training 
Council considers that its present targets 
are still a sound guide for the Industry, and 
makes three main recommendations for 
ensuring an adequate supply of properly 
trained apprentices, sufficient to meet the 
needs of each craft: — 

(i) That the industry in the worst- 
affected areas should immediately and 
strenuously stimulate recruitment into 
undermanned crafts, especially brick- 
laying, plastering and masonry. Close 
co-operation is advocated with educational 
authorities in the provision of facilities for 
vocational and technical training. The need 
is stressed of advising parents of special 
opportunities in certain crafts. 

(ii) That employers should give fuller 
support to the industry’s National Appren- 
ticeship Scheme, as it appears that in many 
areas boys cannot find satisfactory appren- 
ticeships. 

{iii) That every apprentice should be 
properly indentured and registered with the 
council as receiving approved training. 


Apprentice Census Figures 

The Building Apprenticeship and Train- 
ing Council confines its review of the appren- 
tice census to the information supplied by 
the firms in the 13 trades which mainly com- 
prise the building industry, and to which the 
Building Apprenticeship and _ Training 
Council targets relate. 

The Report reviews apprenticeship under 
four headings and its conclusions with the 
relevant statistics, are summarised below:— 


(a) Apprentice Strength. An increase from 
August, 1949, to May, 1950, is noted with 
satisfaction, but the figure remains well below 
the Building Apprenticeship and Training 
Council target, and the council stresses the 
need for further apprentices if the industry’s 
labour force is to be sustained with sufficient 
competent craftsmen for the building pro- 
gramme. 


B.A.T.C. target August, 1949 May, 1950 
110,000 83,000 88,000 
(b) Balance of Crafts. Carpentry and 


joinery and plumbing continue to attract an 
unduly high proportion of boys and this is 
contributing to lack of balance in the 
apprentice force. 

B.A.T.C. 


targets asa Actual percentage of total 

percentage of apprentice ferce in each 

total apprer- craft. 

tice force August,1949 May, 1950 

Carpenters... 26.0 33.4 32.7 
Bricklayers... 21.0 16.3 16.9 
Slaters/tilers ... 2.0 1.8 1.8 
Plasterers ™ ... 8.0 4.5 4.8 
Painters ie 25.0 21.8 21.6 
Plumbers/glaziers 9.5 16.8 16.5 
Masons Pe 2.5 1.7 1.6 


Other crafts ... 6.0 4.4 4.7 
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(c) Indenturing of Apprentices. The indus- 
try’s National Apprenticeship Scheme pro- 
vides for every apprentice to be properly 
indentured with a written agreement govern- 
ing his conditions of training. The census 
return could not in any event show 100 
per cent. of the boys as indentured, since 
many will necessarily be serving a proba- 
tionary period of up to six months before 
they can be indentured; this factor, however, 
does not account for about half the appren- 
tices being shown as not having a written 
agreement of apprenticeship. While the coun- 
cil recognises some recent improvement it 
stresses that much remains to be done by 
firms in the industry in implementing the 
industry’s own national scheme. Figures of 
indenturing were: August, 1949, 55.8 per 
cent. indentured; May, 1950, 57.3 per cent. 
indentured. 

The Minister of Works has accepted the 
recommendations contained in the report and 
has expressed to the national federations in 
the building industry his concern at the con- 
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tents of the Building Apprenticeship and 
Training Council’s Report; he has drawn 
their attention to the recommendations of the 
report, and has suggested that, in view of 
the variety of local conditions, the federa- 
tions should consider investigating locally 
the causes of under-recruitment (e.g.,'whether 
there are too few boys or too few apprentice- 
ship vacancies) so as to ensure that their 
action is appropriate to particular local 
circumstances. 

The Minister has also asked to be informed 
of steps taken in consequence of the various 
recommendations. 


Register of Lighting Engineers 


The first annual issue of the Register of 2 


Lighting Engineers has recently been pub- 
lished by the Illuminating Engineering 
Society. Those requiring the services of 
a qualified lighting engineer: may obtain a 
copy of the register from the I.E.S., 32, 
Victoria street, S.W.1. 











Two scenes from the Festival Pleasure Gardens at Battersea. (Above) Open tent of 
Ranelagh Gardens, and (below) inside the Vauxhall Bar; both designed by Mr. Bernard 


Engle, FRIBA. 


A note on the future of the gardens appears on page 283. 











Augus 


\ 


A? 
( 
Distric 
CRAWF 
A.M.T 
Associ: 
veyors, 
June 1! 
Since 
comme 
provisi 
of put 
phases 
Duri 
Goverr 
various 
accomr 
as the | 
You ar 
me to 
except 
upon 4 
For |: 
spotligt 
aspect. 
higher 
offered 
econom 
ing bef 
tunity 
and we 
We t 
urged a 
had no 
to the 
month. 
lasted 2 
the con 


Howe 
has bee 
of buil 
off the « 
been in 
at last 
to bring 
level, tc 
to pay. 

The r 
fact whi 
the hot 
rememb 
costs ar 
rents. 
which t 
subsidie: 
capital ; 

It is r 
to discu 
times, b 
or less 
alternati 
first is 1 
subsidy 
was fixe 
any tal 
material: 
a reduc 
authoriti 
borrowe 
and the 
dation a 


In fMmy 
of a red 
is the on 





nd 
the 
ra- 
Hy 
er 


eir 
cal 


ed 
US 








a 








August 31 1951 


THE BUILDER 


VARIATIONS IN RURAL HOUSING COSTS 


Factors Within and Beyond the Control of 
Rural District Councils 


PAPER entitled the ‘Comparative 

Costs of Houses Erected by Rural 
District Councils” was given by Mr. A. G. 
CRAWFORD, A.M.I.Mun.E., A.R.LCS., 
A.M.T.P.L, at the annual conference of the 
Associat.on of Rural District Council Sur- 
veyors, which was held at Margate on 
June 18 and 19.- Mr. Crawford said:— 

Since the end of the war the greatest 
common task facing us all has been the 
provision of houses, and since 1945 the focus 
of public interest has moved over all the 
phases of this enormous subject. 

During the latter years of the war, the 
Government had, through the advice of 
various committees, evolved standards of 
accommodation, and what to us is known 
as the Housing Manual came into existence. 
You are all teo conversant with this book for 
me to have to dwe!l upon its contents, 
except to remind you that its stress lay 
upon accommodation. 

For a time, in fact for a year or two, the 
spotlight played on this most important 
aspect. Everyone quickly accepted the 
higher standards of accommodation; they 
offered to us relief from the stringent 
economies imposed on council house build- 
ing before the war. Here was an oppor- 
tunity to build better than ever before— 
and we took it. 

We then proceeded to build as we were 
urged and as quickly as possible. The focus 
had now switched to progress reports and 
to the number of houses completed each 
month. This phase, with the accent on speed, 
lasted a long time, and we all entered into 
the competition. 


A SLOWER TEMPO 


However, during the past two years there 
has been a noticeable slowing in the tempo 
of building, and with the sharp end taken 
off the demand for houses, a stocktaking has 
been in progress. In fact, the spotlight has 
at last fixed on the question of costs, and 
to bring this matter down to a more practical 
level, to the rent which the tenant will have 
to pay. 

The rent to be charged is the hard unhappy 
fact which has to be faced; the final cost of 
the house is only relative. It must be 
remembered that in a comparison of housing 
costs anywhere, we are in effect comparing 
rents. It is easy to borrow money with 
which to build, but after the deduction of 
subsidies the tenant repays the loan, both 
capital and interest, in the form of rent. 

It is not within the province of this paper 
to discuss the wider financial trends of the 
times, but if rents are to remain at a more 
or less reasonable and payable level, three 
alternatives present themselves to us. The 
first is the possibility of an increase in the 
subsidy from the Exchequer, which, after all, 
was fixed in 1945, and cannot possibly bear 
any tangible relationship to. costs of 
materials and labour to-day. The second, 
a reduction in the rate of interest local 
authorities have to pay on the money 


borrowed for the purpose of building houses,, 


and the third, by a reduction in accommo- 
dation and amenity. 


THE ONLY COURSE 


In My opinion, the last alternative, that 
of a reduction in accommodation standards, 
is the only possible course open to us to-day, 





plus careful review of the amenity we pro- 
vide in the houses. 

The possibility of increased subsidies or 
reductions in existing rates have been so 
flatly refused that we can expect no relief 
in this direction. 

These, of course, are problems which are 
common to the housing programme and 
development of every local authority, from 
county boroughs to rural districts, but we 
in the rural areas have our own special 
difficulties in addition, which add to our 
problems, and which have a marked effect 
on the final costs of our houses. 

The purpose of this paper is primarily to 
discuss and compare the costs of building 
houses in rural areas, but cannot, I think, 
be divorced from the aspects I have already 
mentioned. 

Since I was invited to prepare this paper, 
I have been investigating the housing activi- 
ties of many rural authorities, and this has 
been an interesting and revealing job, but 
it is much more difficult to commit to paper 
in a way which is attractive and at the same 
time useful. It appears to me that for 
simplicity each important phase of house 
building in rural areas must be dealt with 
separately. 


PHASES OF HOUSE BUILDING: 
LAND 


As: we are considering housing develop- 
ment in rural areas only, I think it could be 
safely assumed that all land taken for hous- 
ing will be in the same use value, that of 
agriculture, and, dependent upon the whims 
of officials of the Central Land Board, 
should have a similar value and a similar 
development charge. Consequently, the cost 
of land for housing can be disregarded as a 
serious item in cost comparison between rural 
authorities. 


ROADS AND SEWERS 


Comparisons in this section become more 
difficult as the standards of construction 
followed in various parts of the country 
vary considerably. The question is also 
affected by the severity of the specification 
laid down by a particular county council for 
estate roads subject to adoption. 

In my own county, the specification is 
considered to be stiff inasmuch as it calls 
for 9 in. of pitching and 34 in. of tar- 
macadam with concrete kerbs and channel 
or, as an alternative, a concrete carriageway 
6 in. thick with granite specified for the 
aggregate. In other counties a rather more 
lenient specification is accepted. 

Apart from this, specifications for road 
widths vary throughout the country for 
estate roads. Again, in Lancashire a greater 
width is demanded by the county council 
than by the Ministry of Local Government 
and Planning, and considerable discussions 
have passed between the two authorities on 
this matter. 

The cost of drainage of a housing estate 
can be greatly affected according to whether 
the separate or combined system of drainage 
is demanded, Planning ‘standards have a 
marked effect on this charge. Open develop- 
ment at densities of 6, 7 and 8 to the acre 
and the use of the semi-detached plan 
raises costs of roads and sewers against close 
development omitting open spaces and 
building in blocks of 4, 6 and 8. 
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The Ministry of Health, now the Ministry 
of Local Government and Planning, have 
suggested that £150 should be regarded as 
the maximum per house for the provision of 
roads and sewers on a housing estate. 


In my own district of West Lancashire 
where the terrain is flat with densities 
between 7 and 9 to the acre, a reason- 
able provision of open spaces, the drainage 
on a separate system and the construction 
of streets to the Lancashire County Council 
specification, the cost ranges between £140 
and £150 per house. 


From information kindly supplied by the 
surveyors of other local authorities, I find 
this a fairly constant figure, but I have 
evidence of other rural authorities providing 
roads and sewers for as little as £85 per 
house and, on the other hand, other rural 
authorities compelled to spend as high a sum 
as £200 per house for this service. 


The variation between the two figures is 
considerable and there may be other 
examples of even lower or higher costs, 
dependent upon the peculiar local condi- 
tions. 


LABOUR COSTS 


The N.J.C.B.I. has fixed rates of pay for 
craftsmen and labourers throughout the 
country. The highest rates are payable in 
London and Liverpool, and the lowest 
in the mere rural of rural areas. The 
differences here can be considerable; in 
a rural area, such as my own, which 
adjoins the City of Liverpool, the highest 
rate is payable, -and this represents 
differences of 3d. per hour for crafts- 
men and 23d. for labourers and can mean as 
much as £50 in the total cost of a house. 


This assumes that of the total cost of the 
house, 40 per cent. represents the labour 
costs, and it can be taken that a 1d. per hour 
increase or decrease can mean an increase or 
decrease of 1.3 per cent. on the total cost. 


Incentives do not, in my opinion, reflect 
in the final cost of a house, unless it may be 
in thdése built by direct labour. So fer as 
contractors are concerned, such incentives 
are included in the tender. A great advan- 
tage, but not one considered with the final 
cost, is speed in completion. There is, of 
course, a saving in speedy completion which 
never appears on the credit side of the final 
cost account in such cases; it is in the re- 
ducing of the perfod between the borrowing 
of the money to build the house and the 
receipt of rent for its payment, when the 
cost of repayment falls on the general rate 
of the local authority. 

Whilst not directly concerning the subject 
of this paper, it is of importance to us all 
to remember that we must strive to close 
the gap between the date of berrowing and 
the receiving of the first rent to the shortest 
practical time to ease yet another burden 
on the general rate fund ef our authorities. 

To return, however, to the subject of com- 
parative labour costs and to be concise, it 
can be said that a normal three-bedroom 
house can vary as much as £50 so far as its 
labour costs are concerned, dependent upon 
the wage zone in which the house is erected. 


TENDERS 


Whilst the size of any building project 
will undoubtedly have some bearing on the 
cost per house, the method by which tenders 
are obtained can also have a considerable 
effect on cost. The commonest method of 
obtaining tenders is by advertising, but dur- 
ing the last few years, negotiated tenders 
have found a lot of favour; it would, I think, 
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be more accurate to say, tenders obtained 
by invitation and negotiation. 

Personally, I favour this method, and I 
am convinced that final costs can be 
lowered in this way. The rural authority 
is then in the favourable position of being 
able to select builders who are tried and 
trusted and who have given satisfaction in 
the past, amd on larger housing estates 
which are carried out in phases, it has the 
obvious advantages of continuity. There is 
no doubt that there is a saving here which 
will reflect during the negotiations for a 
tender. Furthermore, these builders are 
familiar with the type of houses being 
erected, which means a greater speed in com- 
pletion. ; . 

It has not been possible for me to obtain 


sufficient information on this subject to’ 


present you with a fair picture as to which 
of the two methods of obtaining tenders is 
most popular in rural areas. 

I have had even more difficulty over direct 
labour, and as I have no personal knowledge 
of houses built by direct labour, and have 
found it most difficult to obtain sufficient 
evidence from other local authorities, I am 
unable to make any statement or draw any 
comparisons. 

It may be argued that there is not a 
marked difference in the final costs of 
houses constructed under open tender or by 
invitation and negotiation, in any case it is 
difficult to quote figures, but nevertheless, I 
feel there must be a tendency to reduce 
prices if the latter method is used. 

I am very conscious, too, that behind all 
this question of tenders by whatever method 
they are obtained lies the well-known bogy 
of the basic price, that closely-guarded 
secret of the Ministry’s local offices. 


ACCOMMODATION 


For the purpose of this paper, and to 
avoid undue comparison, I am _ taking 
a normal three-bedroom house as a standard 
of comparison and I find, from informa- 
tion supplied to me by other. authorities, 
that the floor areas of three-bedroom 
houses throughout the rural areas are 
fairly constant. This, of course, is 
due in the main to the standards laid down 
in the Housing Manual; consequently, and 
so far as accommodation for main rooms is 
concerned, there is little scope for com- 
parison. 

It can, however, become a material point 
when considering outbuilding accommoda- 
tion. Investigations show a wider diver- 
gence here. In fact, I find the superficial 
area of outbuildings to vary between 80 sq. 
ft. and 200 sq. ft., and between these two 
limits this variation can mean a difference in 
cost of £140. 

Other features which affect the cost are 
the provision of a w.c. separate from the 
bathroom, which involves extra walling or 
partitioning, with an extra door frame, door 
and door furniture. A separate dining-room 
as against a dining-space, which again in- 
volves extra walling, door frame, door and 
furniture; and again, the standard of fittings 
provided, as to whether or not a kitchen 
cabinet is provided can mean as much as £15 
difference in the cost, and at least another 
£10 can be accounted for if built-in ward- 
robes are adopted. 


FIRE GRATES 


The policy adopted by a local authority 
in the provision and selection of fire grates 
can have a considerable effect on costs. 
Some authorities are lavish and provide solid 
fuel water heating and cooking, plus several 
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power points for electricity and carcassing 
for a gas supply (where this is available), 
and in addition supply either a gas or elec- 
tric cooker for ancillary cooking purposes. 

On the other hand, others provide sitting- 
room type grates, one for water heating, 
plus plugs or gas points, and leave it to the 
tenant to provide a gas or electric stove. 

Others have a variation between the two. 
A typical example would be the provision of 
two sitting-room fireplaces, one with water 
heating, and an electric cooker, and, on the 
other hand, one sitting-room fire and one 
fire for water heating and cooking. The 
provision of the former appliances costs 
approximately £15 more than that of the 
latter. 


BRICKS 


Generally speaking, bricks represent 14 
per cent. of the total cost of a normal house. 
Of this, 10 per cent. represents common 
bricks and 4 per cent. facing bricks. Varia- 
tions in the cost per thousand of these bricks 
will obviously reflect materially in the final 
prices. ~ 
Availability and transport charges are 
important factors to consider. Investigations 
show that the variation in cost per thousand 
in common bricks may be as much as 35s., 
which represents a difference in the final cost 
of a house of approximately £40 for com- 
mon bricks alone. Nor can facing bricks 
be overlooked in this respect, when we are 
now called upon to use far more than was 
our normal practice before the war. The 
variations in cost of this type of bricks is 
in the region of 80s. per thousand, equiva- 
lent to £24 per house. 


ROOFING 


Whilst roofing represents approximately 
2 per cent. of the total cost of a house, it 
must be considered as a possible point of 
variation in prices when roofing materials 
are known to vary so widely in their costs. 
The most expensive by far are Westmorland 
slates, but these can be discounted to some 
extent as their use is very isolated and very 
restricted. 

Welsh slates are much more widely used 
and cost between £10 and £14 per square, 
whilst the concrete tiles of which so many 
various makes are now available cost 
between £5 and £6 per square, and taking 
an average of 34 squares per house, it is 
possible to have a variation of approximately 
£15 for roofing materials alone. 


WING WALLS 


Many local authorities have adopted wing 
walls as a means of linking house blocks 
together, providing a shield for privacy and 
enhancing the amenities of their estates. For 
normal housing layouts of semi - detached 
houses at 10 to the acre, the extra cost of 
providing wing walls in lieu of ordinary 
fences or gates is approximately £12. per 
house. 


‘ 


FLOOR COVERINGS 


No authority can, in the opinion of the 
writer, afford hardwood floors in council 
houses, and are restricted to the use of 
pitch mastic or other patent floor tiles. I 
have found that many rural authorities are 
now using one or other of the patent floor 
tiles and there can be no doubt that such 
tiles are more decorative but naturally more 
expensive. Pitch mastic can be laid at 8s. 6d. 
per yard, whilst the cheapest of other patent 
tiles is 12s. 6d. per yard. In a normal house 
this represents a difference of £10. 
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WINDOWS 


The decision of a rural authority to use 
timber windows with large panes instead of 
metal windows which usually have small 
panes will show a considerable variation in 
cost. Again taking as an example a three- 
bedroom house, and assuming normal metal 
window sizes, and on the other hand select- 
ing the nearest E.J.M.A. timber window 
sizes, we find:— 


Sup. area metal windows: 155 sq. ft. 
Sup. area timber windows: 248 sq. ft. 


This represents a difference of 103 sq. yds. 
of brickwork, and taking into account facing 
bricks, plaster and paint, we reach an aver- 
age price per sq. yd. of 39s, 6d. This gives 
a variation on area alone of £20 8s. 2d. 
Added to this must be the difference in 
cost between metal and timber windows, 
which in this example is £21 14s, 2d. Here, 
then, is a variation totalling £42 2s. 4d. 


CONCLUSION 


In the foregoing I have tried -to 
give what I consider to be, after investiga- 
tion, the main causes for variation in the 
costs of houses in rural areas. The differences 
range through many items from labour costs 
to floor coverings, and there must be many 
minor variations which will undoubtedly 
occur to the reader. Mostly, however, they 
are of such a nature as not to be easily 
represented as a cost, and, apart from the 
section of the paper dealing with the method 
of obtaining tenders, have been omitted. 

The main items considered can now be 
summarised: as follows: the figure in each 
case indicates the maximum variation dis- 
covered by me during investigations:— 


£ 

LQbODE ois 5500 evades: aes 50 
Roads and Sewers ......... 115 
Outbuildings ..........2...:. 140 
WUSODIAOE  5o. iNaes ce esocecsuaes 15 
MROES wall ortans oleh dagen tases 64 
NE Fess unre yeaa canta 15 
We WHS: 5 os5c2.cesc¢ 40a, 12 
POMOPR hi ca icvscdascehcees Booed 10 
LL OSes ea Oe 2 15 
WINDOWS oooh seca d oaensen ds 42 
Total £478 


These figures show that there can exist 
in comparing two houses, built in different 
Turai areas, a variation in final cost of £478. 

I am prepared to accept the fact that such 
variations do exist, but my investigations 
show these cases to be exceptional. There is, 
of course, a natural levelling process at work 
which fixes the majority of costs somewhere 
in the middle of these two extremes. 


FIXED COSTS 


Of the nine main causes for differential 
costing that I have examined in this paper, 
three can be considered fixed, and incapable 
of alteration at the discretion of. the rural 
authority. They are labour costs, estate 
development costs, and the cost of bricks. 

The first is fixed by national agreement, the 
second dictated by local conditions, and the 
third by availability and transport charges. 

It is in these three items, however, that 
the greatest differences exist, and they pro- 
vide the hard core of the variation in rural 
housing costs. Collectively they can repre- 
sent a difference of £239 between almost 
identical houses. 

The remaining six causes are all capable 
of variation at the discretion of the local 
authority, and, because they are matters 
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which can be influenced by us, should be 
carefully considered. It-is here that all rural 
authorities can, by careful planning, reduce 
costs without seriously affecting accommoda- 
tion and amenity. A drastic reduction in the 
outbuildings as now provided by some rural 
authorities would not seriously affect the 
comfort and convenience of their tenants, 
and other economies in windows, floor cover- 
ings, wing walls, etc., would all contribute 
to the easing of the rent burden. 

The three basic variations, in labour, estate 
development and bricks, can be considered 
beyond our control; they must, I am afraid, 
be with us always, and within narrow limits 
produce an extreme variation between 
buildings in various rural areas of £250. 
After this it is in our own hands to reduce 
and perhaps eliminate any inflation of this 
figure, always bearing in mind that a reduc- 
tion of £100 in the capital cost of a house 
means a weekly reduction in rent of Is. 6d. 
to the tenant. 

Finally, I should like to thank the many 
surveyors of rural authorities who assisted 
me in supplying information, and to my staff, 
and in particular my architect, Mr. Gill, who 
helped me to collate the information for 
inclusion in this paper. 


DEVELOPMENT PLAN FOR 
LANCASHIRE 


Details of New Scheme 


HE development plan for the adminis- 
trative county of Lancashire has 
now been outlined by the county planning 
officer, Mr. G. Sutton Brown. It embodies 
much that was in the preliminary plan, 
which was approved in amended form by 
the county council at its last meeting after 
representations from constituent and advisory 
bodies had been considered. 

The new plan, after pointing to the recent 
Lancashire pattern of industrial distribution 
that dislocates home from work, now calcu- 
lates that 11 of the 109 county districts and 
all -but five of the county boroughs have 
overspill problems; these total 652,000 per- 
sons. Some 323,000 people can be accom- 
modated within easy travelling distance, 
partly by suburban extensions and “ infill- 
ing” and partly by the building up of 
existing small towns. There remain 329,000, 
all from the Manchester and Merseyside 
areas and from Warrington, who cannot be 
properly housed unless they go outside the 
southern part of the county or, indeed, right 
out of Lancashire and into Cheshire. 

For some of these people the county 
council has suggested the building of a new 
town at Skelmersdale and large expansions 
at Chorley and Leyland. This is an im- 
portant change from the preliminary plan, 
which proposed that new-town corporations 
should develop Leyland, Parbold and Gar- 
stang. The last-named remains. as it is, 
Leyland- is now to-be developed in the 
normal way, and for Parbold is substituted 
Skelmersdale as_ the only development by 
the new-town agency. This new town may 
ultimately take 45,000 more people, of whom 
30,000 would be likely to be accommodated 
within the next 20 years, which is the period 
that the plan has to cover. Leyland is 
planned to receive 33,000 immigrants by 
1971, and Chorley 6,700 out of an ultimate 
influx of 14,500. Widnes, with an intake of 
17,500 persons, has been added as a recep- 
tion area for Merseyside, while Irlam has 
been omitted as not readily accessible. 

- Another change from the preliminary 
plan is a readiness now to support all the 
authorities in north-east Lancashire in 
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attracting more male-employing industries 
and providing more houses to arrest migra- 
tion. Industrial estates at Haydock and in 
the Aspull-Westhoughton area are also 
recommended, as is industrial development 
at Kirkby, Maghull, Huyton and Barrow-in- 
Furness. 


COLLEGES OF FURTHER 
EDUCATION 
Building by Instalments 


AYS of planning and building new 
colleges of further education to meet 
the wide and growing demand in this field 
are suggested te local education authorities 
in the Ministry of Education’s “ Building 
Bulletin No. 5,” published on Monday 
(Stationery Office, 3s.). The 1952/53 annual 
building programme recently announced to 
local education authorities contains 58 pro- 
jects of the types covered by the bulletin. 
The total estimated cost of the programme 
is £7 million. 

It is generally accepted, states the bulletin, 
that besides training in specialised fields such 
as engineering, art or commerce, these col- 
leges have a wider educational function to 
fulfil. They must be designed to meet a 
growing demand for courses of all kinds for 
all sections of the community. They must 
help to create an environment where the 
wider aspects of further education may 
flourish. 

The bulletin discusses the difficult task of 
estimating the needs of a district. These 
needs are not only diverse, but are constantly 
changing. The movement of population, the 
redistribution of industry and commerce and 
new technical processes may change the 
functions of a college. These colleges must 
therefore be designed so that they can be 
extended, adapted or developed as circum- 
stances require. Many pre-war colleges were 
intended: to -cover the requirements of their 
areas for a number of years, but in a short 
time were found to be inadequate. 

Many new colleges of further education 
must ‘clearly be large, and, since resources 
available for educational building are 
limited, they will have to be built by instal- 
ments. Priority needs to be met by imme- 
diate instalments are to be confined to 
facilities directly related to industrial and 
commercial occupations and for the part- 
time day release of employees. They should 
cover “immediate known requirements and 
requirements expected to arisé within five 
years.” 


Importance of “ Zoning ” 

Dealing with the design of new colleges, 
the bulletin suggests that economic building 
costs, compact and flexible designs that will 
allow for change and efficient use of the 
accommodation planned, are more likely to 
be achieved if buildings are “zoned.” A 
primary division is suggested into three 
zones, administrative, communal and teach- 
ing zones, with the-teaching zone. further 
sub-divided into five—(a) workshops, {b) 
heavy laboratories, (c) light laboratories and 
craft rooms, (d) studios and drawing offices, 
(e) classrooms. Various ways of relating 
these zones to each other are illustrated in 
the bulletin. 

The bulletin stresses the importance of 
conceiving and planning a new college as 
a whole from the outset, even though the 
latter part of the scheme may have to be 
altered. It makes recommendations which 
afe intended “to embody good, but not 
Utopian, practice and, as such, to be a 
suitable basis for long-term plans for 
colleges of further education.” 
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HAMMERSMITH SCHOOL OF 
BUILDING 


Prospectus for Next Session 


THE prospectus of the Hammersmith 
School of Building and Arts and Crafts, 
Lime-grove, Shepherd’s Bush, W.12, for the 
1951-52 session has now been issued. Details 
are given of the full-time and part-time day 
courses in building and in art, and also 
of the evening classes, which begin on 
September 24 

The building courses, which begin on 
September 6, cover a wide range and include 
professional courses in architecture, struc- 
tural engineering, quantity surveying, estate 
management, and so on. The course in 
architecture occupies one day a week, plus 
two evenings, and is designed for young 
architectural assistants in architects’ offices 
or departments who are released one day 
a week for study for the R.I.B.A. examina- 
tions. 

The building craft courses include instruc- 
tion in brickwork, masonry, carpentry and 
joinery, plastering and plumbing.. There are 
special courses in timber technology and 
foremanship. The Art Department has an 
extended programme of its own, including 
painting and decorating, sculpture, drawing, 
pottery and furniture design. 


F.M.B. MODEL-MAKING 
CONTEST 


200 Entries Received 


NEARLY 200. entries have been received 

by the Federation of Master Builders 
for the competition which it is organising 
in connection with the Building Exhibition 
at Olympia in November. | These entries 
have been received from building trade 
apprentices and students at technical colleges 
in the London Region. The entrants are 
to make a model in any material of the 
Congregational Church on the Lansbury 
Site, Poplar, which forms part of the Live 
Architecture Exhibition organised by the 
Festival of Britain authorities. 

Those who have entered the competition 
—entries for which closed on July 31—are 
eligible for prizes of 50 gns., first prize; 
30 gns., second; and 20 gns. third prize. All 
these prizes have been made available to 
the federation by the directors of Tersons, 
Ltd., the builders of the church. A special 
prize of 25 gns. for the best model sub- 
mitted by senior full-time students of interior 
decoration has been donated by Sir Harry 
Selley, President of the Federation. A panel 
of judges has been appointed including Mr. 
C. C. Handisyde, A.R.I.B.A., A.A.Dipl., the 
architect who designed the church. 

The winning models will be exhibited at 
the Federation’s stand at the Building Exhi- 
bition at Olympia from November 14-28. 
Entrants to the competition include appren- 
tices from all parts of London and in the 
home counties. The idea. of the competition 
is to promote interest in modern architec- 
ture amongst building trade apprentices. 


OBITUARY 
John Stanley Tewse, F.R.1.B.A. 


We regret to announce the death of Mr. 
John Stanley Towse, F.R.I.B.A. Mr. Towse 
began his architectural education by a three 
months’ tour of Italy; he was articled 
to Leonard Stokes, and began practice 
in London in 1903. His architectural 
awards included A.A. Silver Medal and 
Seeond Prize Measured Drawings, R.I.B.A. 
Among his: works were a number of private 
houses and a factory at Hackney. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 


Guaranteed Weekly Minimum 

Q.—A contract has been let on the 
R.LB.A. Form of Agreement 1939 (Revised 
1948). There is no reference in the bill of 
quantities or specification to the guaranteed 
weekly minimum, the contractor being 
instructed to include for any -gJauses con- 
tained in the Form of Agreement. 

Will you please let us know if, in “your 
opinion, clause 25A (1) (a) of the Form of 
Agreement covers the guaranteed weekly 
minimum or if you consider the contractor 
would be justified in claiming, as a recover- 
able item, any expense incurred under this 
rule. 

A. D. 


A.—A legal correspondent writes: If the 
Form used is the one where quantities form 
part of the contract, then the quantities will 
govern the contract, but I am not told 
whether that form is the one in use. 

If it is, then, in my opinion, Clause 
25A (ft) (a) will not cover the guaranteed 
weekly minimum. If the Form where 
quantities are not part of the contract is 
used, the matter is at least arguable. 

I would not care to say, that, as an alterna- 
tive, the contractor is justified in claiming 
for an additional expense, but there seems to 
be no reason why such a claim should not 
be made. If refused, then a dispute or 
difference has arisen which can be referred 
to the arbitrator under Clause 26. 


Efflorescence on Walls 


Q.—I would appreciate your advice on a 
method of treatment in the following case : 
In a public-house which was newly con- 
structed in 1938 trouble is being experienced 
in efflorescence on internal walls. The site 
is considerably affected by underground 
springs and in 1941 it was found necessary 
to tank the basement by a cementation pro- 
cess. This efflorescence is experienced, in 
the main, on the internal walls of lavatories 
and entrance lobbies.on solid ground. The 
external walls of the building, which ‘are 
faced in a rustic brick, are unaffected. The 
height of the top of the dampcourse, which 
consists of two courses of blue bricks (or 
more where the ground level varies), 
to external walls is at least 6 in. above 
ground level, and at ground-floor level 
indoors. I have no information as to the 
dampcourse on internal walls, but I have 
assumed it to be at least two courses of 
blue bricks, which is the usual building 
practice in this district. 

The lavatories and lobbies are paved in 
terrazzo paving with a coved terrazzo skirt- 
ing 3 in. high. The walls have been painted 
with a gloss finish paint. This latter is 
cracking, blistering and flaking under the 
effect of the efflorescence. 

The worst affected portions of the walls 
were stripped of paint six months ago and 
the plaster left bare. The efflorescence con- 
tinues on these portions, but the plaster 
appears sound. A+ small square of plaster 
has been removed and the _ brickwork 
exposed. The efflorescence ‘seems. to 
emanate from the brickwork. 

It is my contention that ground moisture 
is by-passing the dampcourse via _ the 
terrazzo-coved skirting and releasing the 
efflorescence salts inherent in the common 
brickwork of the backing to external walls 
and internal partition walls. 

' A suggestion has been made to cover the 
walls in glazed wall tiling or other imper- 
vious wall surfacing, but this treatment, 
besides being expensive, might drive the 
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efflorescence to the upper floor. To cut 
out and insert a further dampcourse above 
the terrazzo skirting will involve the removal 
and refixing ‘of urinal stalls and other 
fittings, apart from the long period that will 
have to elapse before the walls can be 
treated afterwards. 

Can you recommend any form of wail sur- 
face or plaster treatment that will be 
efficacious ? STAFF ARCHITECT. 


A.—A_ technical correspondent writes: 
I suggest that blue bricks as a damp- 
course are quite good in themselves, but 
their efficiency depends almost entirely on 
the mortar and how they are laid. The 
joints cannot be wholly waterproof especi- 
ally as the site is subjected to underground 
springs. I also suggest that the sub-concrete 
covering the ground should be waterproof, 
the concrete forming the first layer being 
six inches thick covered with asphalt and a 
further loading coat of concrete and the 
subsequent terrazzo or tiles. 

The concrete and asphalt should be kept 
low enough to come up the wall and be 
inserted into a dampcourse of asphalt. The 
efflorescence mentioned is caused by the 
rising dampness from the subsoil in the 
brickwork. This will continue and get much 
worse in time, resulting in considerable dam- 
age from leakages in urinals. These should 
be fixed in asphalt tanks and if above the 
floor, so much better. In my view, to cover 
the walls with tiling or with any other 
impervious surfacing would be futile. The 
dampness must be stopped from rising and 
from being absorbed by the brickwork. I 
suggest the real cure would. be the insertion 
of an impervious dampcourse, preferably 
asphalt, placed at such a height that it will 
allow a vertical internal skirting of asphalt 
resting on six inches of concrete forming 
sub-base and covered with asphalt and 
finally loaded with four inches or more of 
concrete, the top of which can be finished 
as desired with terrazzo floor and covered 
skirting, etc. 


Restoring Colour to Tiles 


Q.—We have an outside forecourt in 6-in. 
by 2-in. red tassellated tiles which has been 
laid some years and received fair use. Whilst 
still well-bedded, the tiles have become worn 
and have lost their colour, and we shall be 
glad to know of any means of restoring the 
finish and colour. P. H. W. 


A.—A technical correspondent writes: 
When the face, which is usually a matt 
polish in the case of tessellated tiles, is worn 
by reason of abrasion, little or nothing can 


be done except as a temporary expedient. 


I advise a dressing of coloured wax com- 
position. A dressing is applied very liber- 
ally in the first place and subsequent rub- 
bing with a brush will keep the tiles in order. 
The material stands up to wet weather. 

The name and address of the makers of a 
suitable proprietary composition have been 
forwarded to the inquirer. 


Requisitioned Houses 

Q.—Can you enlighten me as to the rights 
or otherwise of owners, with relation to 
houses requisitioned by local councils? I am 
an owner of such a house, and am preparing 
to be married at the beginning of next year. 
The local council are unsympathetic to my 
claims to the occupation of this house and, 
although I agree that they have a certain 
claim to the use of this property inasmuch 
as at the time of requisitioning the said 
house was empty and was urgently required 
to house families in great need of a home, 
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I fail to see why they cannot promise to 
return the property to me as soon as practic- 
able next year. Is it possible for you to 
advise me as to any rights I may have in 
this matter? Ss. G. 


A.—The legal position is that the power 
of requisitioning is vested in the Crown act- 
ing through certain “ competent authorities.” 
These competent authorities are all Govern- 
ment Departments, and there is no right of 
appeal against a decision by one of these 
Departments to requisition any premises. 

The Ministry of Local Government and 
Planning (previously Ministry of Health) 
have delegated certain of their powers to 
local authorities, so that as a matter of 
administrative procedure it is possible to 
approach the Ministry about the actions of 
any particular local authority. 

The only course, therefore, open to our 
inquirer is to get in touch with the Ministry, 
asking them to instruct the local authority 
to derequisition the premises. If this request 
provides no satisfaction, it might be helpful 
to seek assistance of an M.P. who could 
take the matter up with the Ministry. 


Effect of Variation Order on Lump- 
Sum Contract 


Q.—I am interested in a large “ lump- 
sum «contract. The interpretation I have 
always understood for this type of contract 
is that “ provisional” items only should be 
measured, and all other items are paid for 
as per bill of quantities, whether under- or 
over-measured, 

I should be pleased if you could inform 
me what the position is if the clients make 
any alterations to the original design by 
issuing a deviation order. Should the 
“fixed” items in the bill become “ pro- 
visional,” or should the works be paid for 
in addition to the fixed items? 

If the former is the case, it seems to me 
that the original contract is broken; if the 
latter, the fixed items should stand, and the 
“provisional” items only  imcrease_ or 
decrease, and the items not applicable to 
any “ provisional” item should be made a 
“star” or “agreed” rate. 

I should be obliged if you could let me 
have your views on this matter. 

REGINA. 


A.—A legal correspondent writes: As 


‘ there are no details given as to the contract, 


save that it is a “lump-sum” contract, one 
is left to infer that it is probably of the 
R.I.B.A. Form, where quantities are made 
part of the contract, and provision is made 
for provisional sums which are to be used 
as the basis of sub-contracts for specialised 
work. In this class of contract (which is 
not a true “lump-sum” contract, by the 
way) the contract sum which is stated in 
the Articles af Agreement is liable to be 
affected by a variety of circumstances, 
including, of course, variations (i.e., devia- 


tions from the design and variations and 


modifications of the quantity and quality 
of the works, etc.) when duly authorised in 
writing by the architect. 

If such an order results in an alteration 
of the original design involving more work 
than is taken up by the quantities, then 
the contractor is entitled to be paid for that 


‘work as an “extra” to the centract sum; 


if the variation, on the other hand, is an 
omission, then the contract sum must be 
correspondingly decreased. Clause 9 of this 
particular Form gives the rules for the 
ascertainment of prices for variations. 


N. P.'G. 
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POST-WAR RUSSIAN 
"BUILDING 


British Architect’s Impressions 


A’ R: F. W. B. CHARLES, B.Arch., 
i A.R.LB.A., the first British architect to 
visit Russia since the war, gave his impres- 
sions of post-war architecture in the Soviet 
Union at a meeting in London on August 
23 of the Architecture and Planning Group 
of the Society for Cultural Relations with the 
U.S.S.R. Mr. Arthur Ling, B.A., A.R.I.B.A., 
M.T.P.L, was in the chair. 

Mr. Charles said he had been astonished 
at the difference between architectural prac- 
tice in this country and in Russia. In the 
U.S.S.R. there were two main centres of 
architectural training, one in Moscow and the 
other in Azerbaijan, and there were also 
technical courses in architecture available in 
all other big cities. . The training occupied 
six years and included town planning. The 
historical aspect was given great emphasis, 
and landscape architecture also received con- 
siderable attention—greater, he thought, than 
in this country. 

In Moscow, in 1950, 280 students qualified 
as architects, a number of them women. In 
that city the ratio at the school of architec- 
ture of instructors to pupils was as high as 
one to five, but then all the instructors were 
also practising architects. After qualifying 
architects could return at any time to the 
school for two-year refresher courses. There 
were 36 Academicians of Architecture in the 
Soviet Union, which was the highest pinnacle 
obtainable in the profession. 

Mr. Charles painted a glowing picture of 
the prospects for the young architect and 
student in Russia, which was obviously well 
received by some of the students in his audi- 
ence. He explained that there was always 
a job waiting for the student when he quali- 
fied, and that last-year students, and newly 
qualified architects, had great opportunities 
for entering competitions. This meant that 
if, for example, a junior architect won a 
competition in a Government office or 
department he was then the architect for 
the scheme, and his superiors did not stand 
in his way. The way to promotion for the 
young architect was very open. 

Much architectural design in Moscow was 
carried out in the 15 “ Creative Shops” in 
the city, which together employed 1,000 
architects, The “Creative Shops” were 
specialist organisations for the design of 
hospitals, factories, schools, and so on. ‘ 

Mr. Charles said that there was a certain 
amount of private practice for architects in 
Russia, and anyone who wanted to build 
his own house could call in an architect 
for the purpose. On the other hand there 
were such great opportunities in State 
employment that private practice must 
always remain a very small adjunct to an 
architect’s other work. 


Organisation of Building 

The organisation of building projects was 
undertaken by the various Ministries con- 
cerned, which supplied the necessary labour, 
materials and machinery. The architect’s 
job was to have his drawings complete 
beforehand and. to see that the work was 
carried out properly to his design. 

Speaking of the development plan for 
Moscow, Mr. Charles said that the first part 
of the plan had been completed, and they 
were now in the second, or “ lofty buildings,” 
phase. An example of these “lofty build- 
ings” was the University. This occupied a 
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600-acre site, and was planned as a building 
of 39 storeys and 800 ft. in height. Work 
on it began last year, and would be com- 
pleted next year. The building would ulti- 
mately be the centre of a university city. 
It was no secret that the “lofty buildings” 
were being built now partly as an experi- 
ment before embarking upon the Palace of 
the Soviets, which would be the biggest 
building in the world. 

On the subject of housing, Mr. Charles 
said that housing schemes were never carried 
out without the provision of ancillary ser- 
vices, such as créches, nursery schools and 
restaurants. In the ‘inner zone of Moscow 
no flats were being built of less than nine 
storeys, but in other cities blocks of flats 
did not exceed three to four storeys in 
height. A “residential unit” in Moscow 
covered some 15 to 20 acres, but even when 
people were housed at high densities the 
actual buildings did not cover more than 
20 to 25 per cent. of the site. In the five 
years after the war the number of dwellings 
completed in Russia was three million. 

Not only had many houses been destroyed 
in the war. but also the factories making 
housing components. That meant that 
housing had only recently got under way— 
if they had been building houses at the 
present rate since the war, he imagined that 
by now all Russia would be a vast housing 
estate! 

Mr. Charles said the standard of fittings 
in the houses was not quite as high as in 
post-war houses in this country, but roughly 
equalled our pre-war standards. Part of the 
reason, he thought, for the rather low stan- 
dard of sanitary and other equipment was 
that the people “didn’t give a damn about 
appearances.” On top of the housing pro- 
gramme, many public buildings were also 
being built. 


Lambeth Palace Exhibition 


The Lambeth Palace and Church Art Exhi- 
bition, which was to have closed on August 
31, is to remain open until September 28. 











PLAN NEW BUILDINGS 
FOR EFFICIENCY— 


MODERNISE OLD ONES WITH 
KING SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


Wes you specify sliding door gear, 

bear in mind the precision engineering 
that makes KING door gear so easy to 
operate through its long, trouble-free life. 
The ‘plus’ features that give it its silky- - 
smooth action are the product of long 
experience. They have been proved in 
thousands of iastallations large and small. 
Find out more about the wide range and 
varied applications of KING door fittings 
—send for illustrated booklets and the 
name of your nearest stockist. 








SLIDING DOOR GEAR 


WRITE FOR ILLUSTRATED BOOKLET TO: 


GEO. W. KING LTD., 202 WORKS, HITCHIN, HERTS. 
TEL.: HITCHIN 960 
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SOFTWOOD SUPPLIES 
Achievements of Private Importers 


NV IR. G. B. CROW, chairman of the plan- 

ning committee of the Timber Develop- 
ment Association, Limited, said’ at Cam- 
bridge, on August 24, that with a prospective 
total import this year of 1,750,000 standards 
of softwoods from all sources it became an 
urgent question to examine the possibilities 
of first increasing the rate of licensing and 
perhaps later the abandonment of the licence 
system. 

When the Board of Trade handed back 
to the importing trade responsibility for a 
limited section of softwood requirements, 
400,000 standards would have been looked 
upon as an adequate performance, Mr. Crow 
continued. It was now clear that private 
importers would bring in about 750,000 
standards. This was a remarkable achieve- 
ment. Imports arriving to the timber control 
account would be about one _ million 
standards. 

No one was likely to object to an accumu- 
lation of supplies, but if after calculating 
the quantities of softwood required for re- 
building commercial stock level, and after 
adding the reasonable accumulation of a 
strategic reserve, there remained a balance of 
imports in excess of the present rate of licen- 
sed consumption, it was the trade’s contention 
that this balance should be absorbed into 
increased consumption. 

Mr. Crow said that while two-thirds of 
the imports of the country were purchased on 
Government account it would be impossible 
for the private trader to influence world 
market levels. When the trade had responsi- 
bility restored to it for world purchases it 
would then be time-enough to examine world 
price levels. He was confident the trade 
would demonstrate the superiority of its 
methods over those of bulk buying. 


SOUTH WALES ROADS 


Need for their Improvement 


Tue British Road Federation’s recent publi- 
cation, “ South Wales Roads,” draws atten- 
tion to the deplorable condition of the roads 
in South Wales and of those which link South 
Wales with the industrial areas of the Mid- 
lands. 

The interdependence of these areas, 
already great, is steadily increasing as Mid- 
land industries continue to establish branches 
in South Wales. The Government, also, is 
engaged in a large-scale plan of industrial 
development there. The result of these 
developments should be to increase consider- 
ably the two-way flow of traffic between 
South. Wales and the Midlands but this is 
likely to fall far short of expectations unless 
communications between South Wales and 
the .rest of the country are drastically over- 
hauled. 

The booklet describes the value of that 
part of the Ministry of Transport’s 10-year 
plan for road development which affects 
communications between South Wales and 
the rest of the country. The central feature 
of this part of the programme is the Severn 
Bridge which will carry the South Wales- 
London motorway and will also provide an 
effective link with Bristol. 


Cement Factory near Buxton 


The Minister of Local Government and 
Planning has given conditional permission to 
the Ketton Portland Cement Co., Ltd., for 
the building of a cement factory and the 
working of limestone and clay at Dove 
Holes, near Buxton, Derbyshire. 





304 


a 


IRON AND STEEL SCRAP 
Price Increase of £2 a Ton 


THE Minister of Supply has made an 

order (Iron and Steel Scrap (No. 4) 
Order, 1951) increasing as from August 27 
the controlled maximum prices of iron and 
steel scrap. 

The increase is £2 per ton except for 
compressed destructor scrap and two lower 
grades of unprepared process scrap. For 
these three grades the increase is 30s. per 
fon. 

The purpose of the higher prices is to 
Stimulate the collection of ferrous scrap. 
This is an urgent need in view of-the decline 
in the supplies of imported scrap and the 
great importance of increasing steel produc- 
tion. A small part of the increase is needed 
to defray increased costs of collection, pro- 
cessing and handling, particularly in the case 
of the smaller merchants and in the more 
remote areas. Subject to this, the Scrap 
Merchants’ Federation have given an assur- 
ance that the increase will be passed -on to 
the owners of scrap so as to encourage them 
to return as much as possible. The scrap 
merchants have also assured the Minister 
that the rise in scrap prices will secure a 
substantial increase in the recovery of scrap. 

The Iron and Steel Corporation of Great 
Britain and the British Iron and Steel 
Federation support the price increase. The 
new order is regarded as fixing the maximum 
prices of ferrous scrap for some years ahead. 

With the exception of two special grades 
of iron, the controlled prices of finished iron 
and steel are not being increased to con- 
suming industries, but some adjustments are 
necessary, within the steel industry itself, in 
the prices of semi-finished steel. The 
Minister has made an order accordingly 
(Iron and Steel Prices (No. 3) Order, 1951) 
also taking effect from August 27. 

The Minister appeals to all in industry 
to make every possible effort in the national 
interest to secure the maximum increase in 
the supply of scrap. 

Apart from small increases, mainly to 
meet additional transport costs, delivered 
prices of iron and steel scrap have been 
kept stable since 1937, and in the main have 
not exceeded £5 per ton. Recently there 
have been indications that the low price 
was beginning to affect the volume of scrap 
flowing back to the iron and steel furnaces. 


TELEVISION STUDIO AT EARLS 
COURT 
Details of Design 

(THE largest temporary television studio 

ever to be built for the B.B.C. for exhi- 
bition purposes, has been constructed at 
Earls Court, London, as part of the National 
Radio Show which opened on Wednesday 
this week. Programmes will be televised 
from this studio throughout the duration of 
the exhibition and’ visitors will be able to 
watch the “ live ” shows through observation 
windows which have been fitted on three sides 
of the studio. 

Designed by Mr. Brian _ Richardson, 
A.R.LB.A., Olympia Ltd. architect, in 
collaboration with the Radio Industry Coun- 
cil and the B.B.C., the studio which is 90 ft. 
long, 60 ft. wide and 25 ft. high, is steel 
framed and has hollow external walls com- 
prising an external skin of 3-in. thick hollow 
clay blocks, 6-in. air cavity and an internal 
skin of 2-in. thick timber-framed and ply- 
faced partitioning. The studio floor is con- 
structed of 1-in. stock boarded sections 
screwed to 3-in. by 2-in. joists. The ceiling 
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This cross in aluminium alloy has recently 
been shipped to British Guiana for erection 
on the top of the campanile of the new 
Roman Catholic Church, at Demerara, 
designed by W. H. Watkins and Partners, 


of Port-of-Spain, Trinidad. The cross 
was designed by Birmabright Limited, in 
their B.B.3 alloy to the order of Fames 
Gibbons, Limited ; it measures 6 ft. 6 in. 
high by 2 ft. 6 in. across the arms. 





is of two 1-in. thicknesses of fibreglass laid 
on 1-in. wire mesh wire netting with a hard- 
board overceiling. Four welded tubular 
steel beams, with a clear span of 60 ft., act 
as partial intermediate supports to the ceil- 
ing, but their prime object is to carry special 
lighting fittings. 

A control room is planned at one end of 
the studio at first-floor level. Supported on 
a steel frame, it is formed with two double 
ply-faced partitions with a 6-in. cavity 
between each skin and a 2-in.- timber floor 
bedded on fibreglass which carries the neces- 
sary heavy technical equipment. Also pro- 
vided are dressing and make-up~ rooms, 
stores and administration offices. 
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U.K. TRADE IN JULY 
Record Exports to Canada 


Unrrep KINGDoo exports in July amounted 
to £222.2 million, a recovery from the low 
June figure to a level seven per cent. above 
the average for the first half of the year 
although some £8 million below the peak 
values recorded in April and May. The 
value of exports in the first seven months 
of the year was equivalent to an annual 
rate of 16 per cent. above the year 1950. 

Imports in July (£358.9 million) continued 


at the high level of recent months and- 


brought the total value of imports in 
January to July to £2,215.3 million. 

With re-exports at £9.6 million the excess 
of imports (valued c.if.) over total exports 
(valued f.o.b) during the first seven months 
of the year was £679.3 million. 

United Kingdom exports to the United 
States in July (12.4 million) maintained the 
rate of export in the second quarter. Exports 
to Canada reached the record value of 
£15.6 million, more than £1 million above 
the previous highest recorded in November 
last year and 15 per cent. above the second 
quarter level. This high value brought the 
total United Kingdom exports to North 
America in July to £28.0 million, 20 per cent. 
above the rate for the first half of this year. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 
Ministry of Materials’ Press Arrangements 


’ The Press Office of the Ministry of 
Materials, which opened on August 7, has 
taken over from the Treasury Press Office 
which, since the establishment of the new 
Ministry, had acted as the central point for 
Ministry of Materials inquiries. Mr. 
Richard Miles, formerly with the Informa- 
tion Division of the Treasury, has been ap- 
pointed Press Officer. The telephone num- 
ber of the Press Office is Trafalgar 8888, 
Ext. 7610. ' ; 


Control! of Timber 

The Ministry of Local Government and 
Planning have circularised (Circular 54/51) 
local authorities drawing their attention to 
the Timber (Control) Order, 1951 (S.I. 1951 
No. 1067), made by the Board of Trade and 
now having effect under the Board of Trade 
and the Ministry of Materials (Various Con- 
trols) Order, 1951 (S.I. 1951 No. 1244), as if 
made by the Minister of Materials. The 
order came into gperation on July 2, 1951, 
and supersedes all previous orders made by 
the Board of Trade relating to the acquisition, 
supply, use and consumption of timber. 

The hardwoods which are now subject to 
licensing control under the order are:— 
(Canadian and American birch; hickory; rock 
elm; rock maple; American oak; and teak 
(tectona grandis) all specifications (except 
scantlings and strips 4 in. and under thick 
by 5 in. and under wide other than decks 
imported as such). 

The lists contained in paragraph 2 of 
Circular 27/49 and Appendix A to Circular 
28/49, as amended by Circular 70/50, 
should be cancelled. 

Plywood controlled under the Order con- 
sists of: Plywood manufactured in the 
U.S.S.R.; battenboard, blockboard and Jamin- 
board manufactured in Finland, of any size; 
any other plywood manufactured in Finland, 
being in boards of which neither the length 
nor the width exceeds 74 in.; and plywood 
manufactured from softwood in Canada or 
the United States of America. 

Shingles have by the order been excluded 


" from the definition of “timber” and are, 


therefore, free from licensing control. 
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BRITISH STANDARDS _ 


Trade Headings 


B.S. 685 : 1951 deals with the sequence of 
trade headings and specification items. This 
revision of the standard, which was first 
published in 1937, has been made in the 
light of the information relating to trades 
and practices required in present-day. build- 
ing specification. The sequence has been re- 
arranged and the items covered extended to 
include those trades that have come into 
existence, and others that have been sub- 
divided, since the publication of the original 
edition. Following the precedent set in 
drafting the first edition, the sequence’ of 
trade headings given in “ Standard Method 
of Measurement of Building Work” has 
been taken as a basis, and departures from 
the sequence have been made only where 
it was considered that clarity or simplifica- 
tion would be attained. 

As the standard does not purport to in- 
clude all the items required in a building 
specification, contractual items of a financial 
or legal nature have been omitted. A 
recommendation is made that schedules 
should be used as a. means of co-ordinating 
and clarifying information, and examples of 
three typical schedules are given as an 
appendix. Owing to the continuous develop- 
ment of standardisation, references to related 
British Standards are omitted, as such lists 
become out of date almost immediately. 
Lists of standards covering the building 
industry are kept up to date and published 
each quarter by the British Standards 
Institution. Price 2s. 6d., post free. 

The Institution has also issued B.S. 1754: 
Bese All-steel Hay Barns with Curved 
Roof. 


Woed Casement Windows 


The British Standards Institution has pub- 
lished B.S.644, Pt. 1 : 1951, the first revision 
of Part 1 of B.S.644, “Wood windows and 
casement doors,” under the title “ Wood 
casement windows.” The revised standard 
excludes casement doors and frames as these 
are now adequately catered for by B.S.459, 
Part 1, “ Panelled and glazed wood doors ” 
and B.S.1567, “Wood door frames and 
linings.” 

The revision gives details @ the standard 
types and sizes (which have been simplified 
from the previous edition) and the construc- 
tional requirements for casement windows 
redesigned for greater strength and increased 
durability. The types of windows covered 
are those without glazing bars, those with 
horizontal or lay bars only and those using 
both horizontal and vertical glazing bars. 
The figures show the range of standard case- 
ment windows, vertical and horizontal sec- 
tions with alternative sills, overall dimensions 
and angle mullions to enable a range of bay 
windows to be built up from standard 
window units. Tables provide overall 
dimensions and daylight areas of windows 
with and without glazing bars. 

Appendices cover recommendations on 
storage and installation and details of glass 
sizes for windows with and without glazing 
bars. The standard includes requirements 
for normal and easy-clean hinges together 
with illustrations. 

The question of the most suitable types of 
adhesive to be used is at present under 
examination and will be covered by an ad- 
dendum, Price 3s., post free. 


Solid Rubber Flooring 


B‘S. 1711: Solid Rubber Flooring. The 
material used for rubber flooring varies 
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widely, due to differences.in manufacturing 
practice, and also because of the preference 
expressed by architects and other users for 
flooring of differing hardness or resilience. 
The standard has, therefore, been made suf- 
ficiently wide to embrace all materials known 
to be satisfactory. The demand for rubber 
flooring in a wide range of colours also 
makes it impossible to work to narrow limits 
in respect of hardness of different colours or 
shades, even when forming part of the same 
floor. Some possible variations in hardness 
must also be anticipated when colours have 
been blended by marbling or otherwise. 
The British Standard covers solid rubber 
flooring, i.e., floor-covering megterial, either 
plain or marbled, in sheet or tile form, but 
it does not cover rubber flooring having a 
backing of a different quality of rubber, of 
sponge rubber, or of a non-rubber material. 
Details of composition are covered, work- 
manship, colour, thickness, hardness, com- 
pression set and water absorption, and sets 
limits for the various properties. It also 
includes details of methods of test. Price 2s. 
Copies of these standards may be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, Sales 
Department, 24, Victoria-street, London, 


Appointment of Ironstone Adviser 


The Minister of Local Government and 
Planning, Mr. Hugh Dalton, has appointed 
Sir Henry Prior, K.C.LE., C.S.I., to be Iron- 
stone Adviser to the Ministry with effect 
from August 27. Sir Henry Prior has been 
Principal Regional Officer of the Ministry of 
Local Government and Planning (formerly 
Town and Country Planning) in the North 
Midland Region for the past four years, and 
will be succeeded in that appointment by 
Mr. P. St. B. Sydenham, C.B.E. Sir Henry 
Prior’s new appointment follows from the 
passing into law of the Mineral Workings 
Act, 1951, which makes special financial 
arrangements for the restoration of land 
worked opencast for ironstone, including the 
restoration of land left derelict in the past 











ROOFING 


Prompt and careful attention is a feature 
of the Boddy Roofing Service which 
embraces every type of Roofing work. 


ASBESTOS 
STRIPPING and 
RE-COVERING 


SLATING 
AND 


TILING 


ETC. 


A Technical Staff is always available tor 

consultation with Architects, Builders and 

all concerned with Roof Construction and 
Maintenance. 


THE BODDY ROOFING 


COMPANY LIMITED 
81 ESSEX ROAD, LONDON, N.1 


Telephone: CANonbury 4281 











NEWS IN BRIEF 
Register of Architects 

The Architects Registration Council, 68, 
Portland-place, W.1, have issued their 


annual Register of Architects (Vol. 18, 
December 31, 1950). The price is 5s. 


Closing Date for B.IL.F. Extended 


The organisers of the British Industries 
Fair, to be held in London and Birmingham 
from May 5 to 16 next, have granted an 
extension of the closing date for space alloca- 
tions from August 25 to September 20. There 
is no specific closing date for space alloca- 
tions for the heavy engineering display at 
Castle Bromwich. 


Inquiry Into Balcony Incident 

A full investigation by the Borough Engi- 
neer and Surveyor followed the sudden col- 
lapse, on August 22, of a balcony at Robert 
Sutton House, a block of council flats in 
Stepney. These flats, built of reinforced 
concrete, were completed in 1950. The re- 
port of the investigation will be submitted 
to members of the council. 


Building School Prospectus 

The Building Crafts Training School, 153- 
155, Great Tichfield-street, W.1, which is 
conducted by The Worshipful Company of 
Carpenters, has just published the prospectus 
for their day and evening courses for the 
1951-52 session. Copies of the prospectus 
and further particulars can be obtained from 
the Director of the Schoo] at the above 
address. ' 


Rebuilding at Plymouth 

The first major building in the plan for the 
reconstruction of the City Centre at Ply- 
mouth, the department store for E. Dingle 
and Co., Ltd., has been completed eight and 
a half months ahead of the date originally 
contemplated in the building contract and 
will be opened to the public tomorrow 
(September 1). The new building, which 
replaces the store destroyed in the war, is 
steel-framed with Portland stone facings, 
The architects were Sir John Burnet, Tait 
and Partners and the builders James Longley 
and Co., Ltd. 


Decorators’ Trade Exhibition 


The first Decorators’ Trade Exhibition to 
be held since 1937 is to take place at the 
Corn Exchange, Brighton, from October 1 
to 6 next. The exhibition, which is being 
promoted by the National Federation of 
Master Painters and Decorators, will feature 
a complete cross section of the various trade 
materials, tools and equipment. The 
National Painters’ and Decorators’ Joint 
Education Committee is also to hold its 
annual . exhibition of apprentices’ and 
journeymen’s work in the theatre adjoining 
the Corn Exchange. Admission to both 
exhibitions will be free. 


National Insurance Contributions 


Employers are reminded that the increased 
rate of contributions laid down in the 
National Insurance Act, 1946, comes into 
operation on October 1. The amount of 
the increase in the employed persons’ (Class 
1) rate is 4d. in the case ef men and women 
over 18, and 2d. in the case of boys and girls 
under that age; the increase is divided 
equally between the employer’s and the 
employee’s share. There are corresponding 


increases in the Class 2 and Class 3 rates. 
A leaflet (N.1.63), setting out the main rates 
will be available at Post Offices from Sep- 
tember 1. 
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Moor Park Preservation 

Among the buildings of special architec- 
tural or historic interest listed for preserva- 
tion in the district of Rickmansworth by the 
Ministry of Local Government and Plan- 
ning, is Moor Park, with entrance gate and 
lodges. 


Metals Economy Advisory Committee 

The Minister of Supply, in conjunction 
with the Lord Privy Seal as Minister of 
Materials, has appointed an Advisory Com- 
mittee on Metals Economy, to assist him 
to ensure the most economical use of metals 
in the engineering industry and in the defence 
programme. 


Polish Architectural Students’ Work 

The Institute of Contemporary Arts is 
to stage an exhibition of work executed by 
students of the Architectural School of the 
Polish University College under the direc- 
tion of Professor Smigielski. The exhibition, 
which is to be called “ London: An Adven- 
ture in Town Planning,” will be held at the 
Institute of Contemporary Arts, 17-18, 
Dover-street, Piccadilly, W.1, from Septem- 
ber 13 to October 6. Professor W. G. 
Holford will open the exhibition at a private 
view on September 12. 


One-Week Timber Courses 

The next one-week course on timber 
provided by Dr. H. E. Desch, F.R.LCS., at 
Oxford, is to be held from September 15 to 
20. The courses, which are limited to 12 
students, are intended to provide a thorough 
background to our knowledge of wood, with 
special reference to the practical and com- 
mercial application of new knowledge; they 
include practical work on timber identifica- 
tion. The inclusive fee is 14 gns. Further 
particulars from Dr. Desch, 11, Haymarket, 
London, S.W.1. 


TRADE NEWS 


Plaster Specifications 

Cafferata and Co., Ltd., Newark-on-Trent, 
have issued a new booklet providing what 
is claimed to be complete plaster specifica- 
tions for architects and others. 


Firm’s New Name 

Globe Building Products, Ltd., announce 
that they have now changed their name to 
Glostone, Ltd., with registered offices at 
Chestnut Walk, Watford. 


Cable Ducts 

Ductube Co., Ltd., inform us that their 
pneumatic tubing for making cable ducts in 
concrete was used in the construction of the 
new steel works at Margam. 


Festival Bulletin 

The current issue of the bulletin pub- 
lished quarterly by British Insulated 
Callender’s Cables, Ltd., outlines some of 
the interesting aspects of their participation 
in the Festival of Britain. 

As from September 10, the address of the 
firm’s Dublin = office will be 53, South 
William-street, Dublin, C.1. Telephone: 
Dublin 78475. 


Two New Trade Pamphlets 

Keith Blackman, Ltd., Mill Mead-road, 
N.17, have recently issued two new publica- 
tions. The first, No. 24, deals with their 16- 
in. Air Circulator, type T.C., and the second, 
No. 26, deals with the W. 1100 wet type unit 
system of dust collection. Both these. book- 
lets can be obtained from the manufacturers 
at the above address. 
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NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration. agents. 


Marshall and Co. (Contractors), Ltd. (496712.) Regd. 
June 21, Everlands, Cam., Glos., bldg. contractor. 
Nom. cap. : £1,000. Dirs. : i H. Marshall and Mrs. 
T. L. Marshall. 

J. Jolliffe, Ltd. (496765.) Regd. June 22, 141, Moorgate, 
E.C.2, bidrs. and contractors. Nom. cap. £5,000. 
Dirs.: B. V. A. Adkins, and Mrs. E. I. T. Adkins, 
196, Sdinhots.. Seven Kings, Essex. 

L. Walsh, Ltd. (496771.) Regd. June 22, 7a, High-rd 
Chadwell Heath, Essex, bidrs. and bldg. contractors, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir. : L. Walsh, 20, The Chase, 
Boreham, Chelmsford, Essex. 

Thackham Bros., Ltd. (496861.) Regd. June 25, 
2, Barton Way,*Croxley Green, Herts., bidrs., contrac- 
tors and decorators, etc. Nom. cap. £500. Dir. : 
A. Thackham. 

Banner Bros., Ltd. (496800.) Regd. June 23, 150, 
Phythian-st., Liverpool, 6, bldrs. and contractors. Nom. 
cap. : £5,000. ‘Dirs. : J. Banner and Ellen Banner, 117, 
Gardner-ave., Liverpool, 20. 

Graham Wood, Ltd. (496877.) Regd. June 26, 40, 


Broadway, Westminster, S.W.1, bldrs., contractors, 
decorators, engrs., etc. Nom.cap. : £100. Dir. : D, G. 
Graham Wood. 

Baker Hammond and Laver (Rainham), Ltd. (496935.) 


Regd. June 28, New-rd., Works, Rainham, Essex, bidrs., 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £30,000. Dir.: A. H. 
Baker, 109, Woodford-ave., Ilford, Essex. 

F. G. Curtis (Contractors), Ltd. (496953.) Regd. 
June 28, 33, Groat Market, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1, 
public works and sub-contractors, etc. Nom. cap. : 
£2,000. Dir. : F. G. Curtis, 2, Osborne-st., Shildon, 
Co., Durham. 

H. Winckworth and Co., Ltd. (496963.) Regd. June 28, 
14, Sonderburg-rd., N.7, bldrs., contractors, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: H. A. B. Winckworth, 
39, Sussex Way, Holloway, N.7. 

C. E. Hewlett and Co., Ltd. (496941.) Regd. June 28, 
1, Halford-st., Leicester, bldr. and contractor. Nom. 
cap. : £3,000. Dir.: W. N. Harris, 66, Stafford-st., 
Leicester. . 

Davies and McCord, Ltd. (496949.) Regd. June 28 
Union-rd., Wrexham, bldrs. and public works contractors. 
Nom. cap. : £10,000. Dir..: Mary E. McCord, Anlu, 
11, Belgrave-rd., Wrexham. 

A. F. Simpson, Ltd. (496996.) Regd. June 29, bldrs. and 
contractors, etc. Nom.cap. : £1,000. Subs. : W. M. de 
Courcy and Mrs. E. F. de Courcy, 2, Stembridge-rd., 
Anerley, S.E.20. 

Elder Brothers, Ltd. (497005.) Regd. June 29, 393, 
High-rd., Leyton, E.10, bidrs., decorators, etc. Nom. 
cap. : £1,000. Dir. : W. J. Elder, 5, Cross-rd., Wood- 
ford Bridge, Essex. 








woop Wo RM 


DRY ROT 
CAN BEQURED WITH 


RENTOKIL 


TIMBER FLUID 


AND 


DRY ROT FLUID 


Both Fluids conform to the highest 
& Specifications. Colourless. Deep 
penetration by brush treatment. 
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WOODWORM & DRY ROT CENTRE, 
(Suite P.1), 23 Bedford Square, London, w. C.1 


Tel.: LANgham 5455/6 
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O. and G. Williams (Liverpool), Ltd. (497026.) Regd. 
June 29, 13, Union Court, Liverpool, bidg. contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir. : o. G. Williams, 14, 
Churston-rd., Liverpool, 16. 

R. W. and A. Riley, Ltd. (497100.) Regd. June 30, 
6, Slate Quay, Cernarvon, roofing contractors, bldrs., 
etc. Nom, cap.: £500. Dir. : W. Riley, Bryn Gwyn. 
Penygroes, Czernarvon. 

Shropshall Brothers, Ltd. (497102.) Regd. June 30, 
89, Jakeman-rd., Cannon Hill, Birmingham, 12, bidg. 
and public works contractors, engrs., etc. Nom. cap. : 
£1,000. Dir..: R. J. Shropshall. 

Swatridge and Son (Builders), Ltd. (497107.) Regd. 
June 30, 599, Newport-rd., Rumney, Cardiff. Nom. cap. : 
£5,000. Dir.: A. A. Swatridge, 618, Newport-rd., 
Rumney, Cardiff. 

Walshaw and Wood, Ltd. (497116.) Regd. June 30, 
Providence-st., Dewsbury, plumbers, glazing contractors, 
engrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dir.: A. L. Wood, 

95, Commercial-st., Batley. 

Burnett Development, Ltd. (497179.) Regd. July 3, 
architects and genl. designers, consulting engrs. and 
designers, etc. Nom.cap.: £100. Dir. : J. N. Burnett, 
Wyncott, High-st., Burnham, Bucks. 

A. Davies Contractors, Ltd. (497203.) Regd. July 4, 
116, Stockport-rd., Levenshulme, Manchester, 19, 
bidr., joiner and property repairer. Nom. cap. : £300. 
Dirs. : A. Davies and Edith V. Davies, 144, Mauldeth- 
td., Withington, Manchester, 20. 

T. Wetherell and Son, Ltd. (497240.) Regd. July 4, 
Close-st., Millfield, Sunderland, slaters and tilers. Nom. 
cap. : £10,000. Dirs.: T. Wetherell and Florence M. 
Wetherell, Hillcrest, Whitburn, Co. Durham. 

Daly Brothers, Ltd. (497255.) Regd. July 5,-bldrs, 
bricklayers, stone masons, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. 
Dirs. : W. L. Daly and V. Daly. 

J. S. Macauley, Ltd. (497271.) Regd. July 5, 71, 
Nightingale-rd., Carlshalton, Surrey, bldrs., bldg and 


civil engng. contractors, etc. Nom. cap. > £5,000. Dirs. : 
J. S. Macauley and Mrs. D. Macauley. 
Rigler Bros. (Hamworthy), Ltd. (497287.) Regd. 


July 5, Rigler-rd., Hamworthy, Poole, bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. Dir.: R. Rigler, 82, Blandford-rd., 
Hamworthy, Poole. 

Raymond Power, Ltd. (497326.) Regd. July 6, 26, 
Bibury-cres., Wellington Hill, Bristol, bldrs., decorators, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £250. Djir.: R. S. Power. 

Henry Ibbotson and Soft, Ltd. (497880.) Regd. 
July 23, 32 Mincing-la., Blackburn, bldrs., bldg. con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap. : £10,000. Dir. : J. Ibbotson, 
23, Walden-rd., Blackburn. 

Sharp and Beevor, Ltd. (497972.) Regd. July 25, 
8, Cleveland-st., Redcar, Yorks., joiner and bldr. Nom. 
cap.: £1,000. Dir.: J. H. Sharp, 8, Cleveland-st., 
Redcar, Yorks. 

F. and ‘G. Reynolds (Whitchurch), Ltd. (497911.) 
Regd. July 24, 131, Manor Way, Whitchurch, nr. Cardiff, 
bldrs. and public works contractors, etc. Nom. cap. : 
£2,000. Dirs. : F. Reynolds and G. Reynolds. 

W. Beauchamp and Sons (Englefield Green), Ltd. 
(497929.) Regd. July 24, Victoria-st., Englefield Green, 
Surrey, bldrs., decorators, and elec. engrs. Nom. cap.: 
£6,000. Dirs.: G. E. Turner and Mrs. D. B. Turner, 
Faircroft, Chobham-rd., Sunningdale, Berks. 

H, E. Easterligg and Sons, Ltd. (497949.) Regd. 
July 25, Grinlifig-pl., Edward-st., Deptford, S.E.8, 
bidrs., bldg. contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. 
Dir. :- H. F. L. Easterling, 29, Mainridge-rd., Chisle- 
hurst, Kent. 


John Lewis (Seven Sisters), Ltd. (497957.) Regd. 
July 25, 5, Marigold-pl., Seven gee Glam., bldrs. 
and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dir. : 


J. Lewis. P 

Booth and Chapman, Ltd. (497983.) Regd. July 26, 

167, Granville-rd., Wood Green, N.22, bldrs. and de- 

corators, etc. Nom. cap. : £2,000. Dirs.: J. A. Booth 
and Mrs. I. Booth, 22, Carlton-ter., N.18. 

Ellis Smith and Co., Ltd. (497990.) Regd. July 26, 
329, High Holborn, W.C.1, bldrs., contractors, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £40,000. Dir.: S. Ellis, 52, Park-rd., 
Chiswick. 

Germaine, Hutton, Ltd. (497994.) 
bidrs. and bldg contractors, etc. Nom. cap. : 
Dir. : F. Germaine. 

R. F. King, Ltd. (498012.) Regd. July 26, 153, Fen- 
church-st., E.C.3, bldrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £15,000. Dir.: R. F. King, Warwick Hse., 
Woodlands-av., Hornchurch. 

W. A. Woolmer and Co., Ltd. (498071.) Regd. 
July 27, 14C, Rock-rd., Finedon, Northants, bldrs. and 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: W. A. 
Woolmer, Rock-rd., Finedon, Northants. 

W. H. Ralphs and Son, Ltd. (498072.) Regd. July 27, 
104a, Warwick-rd., Kenilworth, Warwicks., bldrs. and 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dir.: A. D. 
Huckvale, 39, Priory-rd., Kenilworth. 

F. J. Oates, Ltd. (498040.) Regd. July 27, Brovadnack, 
Green-la., Marazion, Cornwall, bldr. Nom. cap. : £2,000 
Dirs. : F. J. Oates and Kitty G. M. Oates. 

Andrews and Nolan, Ltd. (497629.) Regd. July 16, 
102, Grove-la., Timperley, Ches., public works contrac- 
tors, bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: D. H. T. 
Andrews, 
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Beszant, Son and Co., Ltd. (497633.) Regd. July 16, 21a, 
Clarence-st., Liverpool, 3, bldg. contractors. Nom. cap. ‘ 
£1,000. Dir. : J. Miller, 1, Royal-ter., Southport. 

Scaife Brothers (Harrogate), Ltd. (497724.) Regd. 
July 18, Crab-la., Bilton, Harrogate, bidrs. and con- 
tractors. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dirs. : G. A. Scaife and 
Mrs. G. Scaife, 62, Dragon-par., Harrogate. 

W. C. Godfrey and Son, Ltd. (497773.) Regd. July 19, 
Abbey-st., Ickleton, Cambs., blidr., undertaker and 
contractor. Nom.cap.: £5,000. Dir. : W. C. Godfrey, 
Wayside, Ickleton, nr. Saffron Walden. 

Wilkinson Building Co. (Leeds), Ltd. (497775.) 
Regd. July 19. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: N. I. Wilkinson 
and Janet Wilkinson. 

F. J. Payne, Ltd. (497745.) Regd. July 19, The Bldrs 
Yard, 19, Priory-rd., Tonbridge, Kent, bidrs. and bldg. 
contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dirs.: G. J. 
Bone and F. J. Payne, 12, Wildernesse Mount, Sevenoaks, 
Kent, 

Herbert Hardy (Todmorden), Ltd. (497750.) Regd. 
July 19, Victoria Works, Todmorden, Yorks., bidr., 
and contractor. Nom.cap.: £5,000. Dir. : H. Hardy, 
20, Stoney Royd-la., Todmorden. 

H. W. Haggett and Sons, Ltd. (497752.) Regd. 
July 19, The Slipe, Arundel, Sussex, bldrs., bricklayers, 
stonemasons, etc, Nom. cap.: £5,000. Dir.: R. 
Haggett, 1, Torton Hill-rd., Arundel, Sussex. 

J. Ivor Jones (Johnston), Ltd. (497754.) Regd. July 19, 
bldrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. cap. : £5,000. Dir. : 
J. I. Jones, Glenhurst, Houghton, nr. Neyland, Pembs. 


BE. G. Chase, Ltd. (497784.) Regd. July 20, New 
Station-rd., Henfield, Sussex, bidrs. and contractors, etc. 
Nom. cap. : £300, Dirs.: Mrs. W. E. Chase and E. G. 
Chase, Station Hotel, Henfield. 

Richard Bros. (Highgate), Ltd. (497806.) Regd. July 20, 
bldrs., contractors, decorators, woodworkers, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £100. Sub.: A. E. Voss, 7, Wentworth- 
mns., Keats-gr., Hampstead, N.W.3. 

C. M. Whipp and Son, Ltd. (497350.) Regd. July 7, 
24, Hale-rd., Altrincham, bldrs., contractors, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £4,000.. Dirs.: J. M. Whipp and Mrs. M. A. 
Whipp, 74, Ridgeway-rd., Timperley. 

Constant Service and Maintenance, Ltd. (497351.) 
Regd. July 7, bldrs. and genl. bldg. contractors, etc. 
Nom. cap. : £1,000. Dir. : J. H. G. Savin, 44, Priory-rd.‘ 
Surbiton, Surrey. 

A. E. Willis and Co., Ltd. (497500.) Regd. July 12, 
Eastnor, Branch-rd., Hadleigh, Essex, bldrs. and con- 
tractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: F. H. Alden- 
Smith, Lullanda, Berkeley-gdns., Leigh-on-Sea, Essex. 

Architectural Displays, Ltd. (497501.) Regd. July 12, 
99, Larkhall-la., S.W.4, decorators, bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap. : £1,000. Dir.: H. R: Wemborn, 11, Edenfield-. 
gdns., Worcester Park, Surrey. 

R. James and Son (Floors), Ltd. (497535.) Regd. 
July 12, Moorland Hotel Yard, Moorland-rd.,. Cardiff, 
flooring contractors, and specialists, etc. Nom. cap. : 
£2,000. Dirs.: R. M. James and Daisy P. James, 10, 
St. Gildas-rd., Cardiff. 

W. T. Parnaby, Ltd. (497549.) Regd. July 12, 9, 
Christmas-pl., Aldershot, Hants., bldrs. and contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £1,200. Dir.: W. T. Parnaby. 

A. Wheeler (Contractors), Ltd. (497552.) Regd. 
July 13, bldrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. 
Sub. : A. Wheeler, 33, Hall-la., Upminster, Essex. 

Barnett and Co. (Contractors), Ltd. (497553.) Regd. 
July 13, 61, Darlington-st., Wolverhampton, bidrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.:  G. V. P. Barnett, 
61, Darlington-st., Wolverhampton. 

John Webster and Sons, Ltd. (497577.) Regd. July 13, 
The Lant., Shepshed, Leics., bldrs. contractors and 
joiners. Nom. cap.: £8,000. Dir.: S. W. Webster, 
42, Leicester-rd., Shepshed, Leics. 

Peter Treeves, Ltd. (497585.) Regd. July 13, Regent- 
hse., 235/241, Regent-st., W.1, bldrs., bldg and public 
works contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir. : 
Winifred B. Huggett, Highgate Lodge, St. Osyth, Main- 
rd., Clacton-on-Sea. ‘ 

Webber and Hayward, Ltd. (498146.) Regd. July 30, 
52, George Eliot-rd., Coventry, bidrs., contractors and 
decorators, etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: A. W. G. 
Webber, 91, Stoney Stanton-rd., Coventry. 

H. Bramall, Ltd. (498128.) Regd. July 30, 126, 
Burnaby-st., Sheffield, bldrs. and property repairers. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: H. Bramall, 30, Bessingby- 
rd., Sheffield. 

A. W. Elliott (Steeplejacks) and Co., Ltd. (498080.) 
Regd. July 28, 34, Nuthall-rd., Bobbers Mill, Nottingham. 
Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dir.: A. W. Elliott. 

J. A. Porter and Co., Ltd. (498156.) Regd. July 31, 
bidrs., bldg. and public works contractors, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £2,000. Dir.: J. A. Porter, 41, Driveway, Canvey 
Island, Essex. 

Cousens and Allport, Ltd. (498162.) Regd. July 31, 
80, Moorland-rd., Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent, bidrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £10,000. Dirs.: J. H. Allport and Elizabeth 
B. Allport, 7, Hassam- par., Welstanton, Staffs. 

Clayton, Heath (Joinery), Ltd. (498167.) Regd. Aug. 1, 
Boyne Works, Boyne Hill, Maidenhead, Berks. Nom. 
cap.: £5,000. Dir.: Edith Clayton, Blenheim, Cox 
Green-la., Maidenhead.” 
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Peterek Building Contractors, Ltd. (498180.) Regd. 
Aug. 1, 324-5, High Holborn, W.C.t. Nom. cap.: 
£100. Dir.: K. Peterek, 35, Cambridge Gdns., Kensing- 
ton, W.10. 

William Simmons (Builders), Ltd. (498190.) Regd. 
Aug. 1, 62, Sycamore-rd., Smethwick, Staffs. Nom. cap.: 
£2,500. Dir.: W. C. J. Simmons. 

F. Helps and Co., Ltd. (498201.) Regd. Aug. 2, 56, 
Cheriton-pl., Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol, bldrs. and genl. 
¢ontractors, etc. Nom.cap.: £1,000. Dirs.: F. T. Helps 
and Mrs. E. E. P. Helps. 


TECHNICALIA 


How To Estimate. By J. T. Rea. (London: 
Batsford.) Price 21s. 


Owl1nc to the continued demand for this 
invaluable work, an eleventh edition, con- 
taining “some corrections and new cost 
adaptation tables has been published. It 
remains largely in the form as last revised 
for the sixth edition, but with the first three 
chapters thoroughly revised and corrected 
by Mr. A. E. Baylis, M.B.E., F.R.LC.S. An 
up-to-date series of tables is included, giving 
full details of costs of materials and rates of 
labour as at September, 1950, compared with 
those ruling for the years 1936-7, 1939, and 
1944 to 1949 inclusive, together with an in- 
dication of the percentage increases for each 
successive year up to September, 1950. 


With a return to normal conditions, a 
further thoroughly-revised edition is 
promised, but in the meantime Rea’s will 
continue to be a_ builder’s “ office-hold” 
word. > 


JoINnERY. By T. O. Howard. (London: 
English Universities Press, Ltd.) Price 6s. 


THis GuIDE intended for those who are 
interested in joinery, as distinct from actual 
carpentry, is issued in the Teach Yourself 
Building series. The aim of this publication 
is to give practical observations on designing, 
constructing and fixing various wood fittings 
which o¢cur in and around buildings. Each 
aspect is detailed and infermation from 
choice of kit tools to the making and fitting 
of drawers is provided together with diagrams 
showing the various types of joinery used 
for doors and windows. A section on timber 
gives interesting data on the growth and 
structure of wood and timber identification. 
Lists of softwoods and hardwoods, in use 
in the building trade, are provided with facts 
on selection and buying. 
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NEW BUILDINGS 


Ayr.—C.C. agreed to make available at Kirk- 
michael sufficient ground for erection of 20 houses 
by the Forestry Commission. 

Clackmannanshire.—C.C. to have plans prepared 
for an Alloa Senior Sec. sch., their architect 
being William A. Hendry, County Offices, Alloa. 

Dunbartonshire.—Plans in the hands of the 
architects of the Scottish Industrial Estates, 3, 
Woodside-cres., Woodlands-rd., Glasgow, W.C.3, for 
new factory at the Strathleven trading estate, the 
Vale of Leven, for B.A.M. Co., Ltd., Lothier-terr., 
Glasgow, W.C. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for Osbourne and Hunter, 
Ltd., Douglas-st., for the erection of new offices 
at North Frederick-st., and also new workshops 
for which the architects are Watson, Salmond and 
Gray. F. & A.R.I.B.A.. Central Station-bidgs.. 
Union-st., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Helensburgh.—Dean of Guild Court have 
approved plans for 15 blocks of houses at Kirk- 
michael Farm. 

Lanarkshire.—C.C. to erect 152 houses on a 
Tannockside site at Burnhead, for which the archi- 
tect is Samuel MacColl, F.R.1.B.A., County-chbrs., 
Beckford-st., Hamilton. 

Lerwick.—_T.C. have adopted a suggestion by De- 
partment of Health for Scotland to build three- 
storey blocks of flats comenees two two-apart- 
ment flats and 10 three-apartment flats on ground 
floor and 10 three-apartment flats on other floors. 

Motherwell and Wishaw.—Dean of Guild Court 
approved plans for 36 houses at Coursington-rd. 
and Wilson-st. (est. cost, £64,000), together with 20 
houses at Marshall-st. (est. cost, £32,000). 

Paisley.—Corporation to erect 26 houses at 
Hunterhill, for which the architect is John @. 
MacGregor, B.Sc., M.Inst.C.E., Municipal-chbrs., 
Gilmour-st., County-sq., Paisley. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this and 


previous issues. 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


or some contracts still open but not included 
in this list see previous issues. Those with an 
aster{sk are advertised in this number. The dates 
at the heads of paragraphs are those for the sub- 
mission of tenders; a dagger (t) denotes closing 
date for applications; the name and address at the 
end refer to the person from whom particulars may 


be obtained. 
BUILDING 


SEPTEMBER 1. 

*+Northampton C©.B—Contract 11 (26 houses) 
and Contract 12 (18 houses) at “‘ Sunnyside,” Har- 
borcugh-rd. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 
September 17. 

SEPTEMBER 4. 

+Southampton C.B.—War damage and other re- 

i to Tannton’s sch. Fowler and Grove, 
AA.R.L.B.A., 140, Lodge-rd., Southampton. Dep. 
£2. Tenders by October 8. 


SEPTEMBER 7. 

*tHythe B.C.—Erection of restaurant and_ public 
convenience at Marine Parade. William, Stewart 
and Waite, 127, Sandgea‘e-rd., Folkestone. Dep. 
£1 Is 

*+ PH T.C.—Clearance of site and carrying 
eut foundation works for first block of new 
technical college. H. J. W. Stirling, A.R.2.B.A., 
Seymour-rd., Plymouth. 

*+St. Helens Ed. Com.—(a) Erection of Sutton 
St. J ’s R.C. sch. at Beaufort-st., and (b) 
Windle Pilkington sch. at Liverpool-rd. Gomall, 
Kelly and Shelton, 8, Hardshaw-st., St. Helens. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by September 29. 


SEPTEMBER 8. 

*+ Carshalton and Merton and Morden Joint Ceme- 
tery Board.—Erection of waiting-room and lava- 
tories, potting shed, heating chambers and drying 
room at. the Cemetery. oint Clerks of Board, 
Morden Hall, 8.W.19. Dep. £3 3s. 

*+Essex 6.C.—Proposed adaptations to form 
hostel for aged people at Heron Court, Herongate, 
nr. Brentwood. H. Conolly, F.R.I.B.A., County 
Hall, Chelmsford. 


SEPTEMBER 10. 

Crook and Willington U.D.C.—34 houses at Low 
Willington. C., uncil Offices, ‘“‘ Glenholme,” 
Crook, Co. Durham, Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Plymouth T.C.—Erection of proposed prim. sch. 
at Lipson. Louis de Soissons, A.R.A. and Partners, 
5, Portland-sq.; Plymouth. 
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ton C.B.—Additional hutted accommo- 
estern County sec. and prim. schools, 
Boro’, Dep. £1. Tenders by 


*tSoutham 
dation at 
Shirley-rd. 

stober. 

Paneer en ©.B.—Erection and com 

proposed en unit at Municipal 
Bors Dep. £ 

*Wimbledon iota Erection of garage and work- 
=a to Grap-rd. Cemetery. B.E. & S. 

ep. \ 


letion 
ollege. 


SEPTEMBER 11. 
“Southend-on-Sea C.B.—Erection and completion 
of bungalows, old persons’ and single perenne 
dwellings at housing sites Nos. 5, 6 and 1 B.E. 
& S. Dep. £2. 
SEPTEMBER 12. 

*Cuckfieldé U.D.C.—18 houses at Penn-crescent. 
R. J. Willett, M.I.Mun.E. Dep. £1 1s. 

*+Wandsworth B.C.—Eight dwellings at Herlwyn- 
gardens. Town Clerk. 

*Wandsworth B.C.— 
flats at York-rd. C. 

SEPTEMBER 13. 

Clutton R.D.C.—24 houses at Chew Stoke. 
Thomas & Morgan & Partners, 23, Ge'liwasied-rd., 
Pontypridd. Dep, £3 3s. 

SEPTEMBER 14. 

*Barne: B.C.—Erection of outbuildings at 
Chertsey “Court, Mortlake. E. & 8. 

*Durham T.C.— Construction of 12 garages at 
—— rd. housing estate. City Engimeer. 
Dep. £2 2s 

*tSale B.C.—Six shops with maisonettes above. 
Cordingley and McIntyre, 180, Oxford-rd., Man- 
chester, 13. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Warrington.—Proposed R.C. sec. sch. at Warring- 
ton, Lancs. Massey and Greaves, AA.R IB.A., 
17, *"Museum-st., Warrington. Dep. £5 5s. 

SEPTEMBER 15. 

U.D.C.—30 houses at 

Illingworth & Son, 15, 


Two three-storey blocks of 


Knoll _ estate. 
Sunbridge-rd., 


Baildon 
William 
Bradford. 

*Durham T.C.—12 houses at Church-st. housing 

ite. City Engineer and Architect. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Durham C.C.—Erection of fire brigade H.Q. at 
Framwellgate Moor. County A., Court-la. 

*Lincoin C.C.—Police house, office and garage 
at Hanthorpe-la., Morton, and the same at Lin- 
coln-rd., Scopwick. J. W. H. Barnes, F.R.I.B.A., 
Sounty Offices, Sleaford. 

+Ruthergien B.C.—56 flats at Spittal Service-rd. 
J. C. Russell, Town Hall-bidgs., Rutherglen. 

SEPTEMBER 17. 

Billericay U.D.C.—Erection of conveniences at 
recreation grounds. Surveyor to the Council. Dep. 

2s. 

*Clacton U.D.C.—Proposed public convenience at 
High-st. car park. Surveyor’s Office, Town Hall, 
Clacton-on-Sea. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 18. 

The Railway Executive (Western Region).—Con- 
struction of a three-span r.c. bridge over a new 
channel of the River Kenn. — Engineer at 
Paddington Station. Dep, £2 

SEPTEMBER 19. 

Darlington C.B.—38 houses at Springfield housing 
site. E, A. Tornbohm, A.R.I.B.A., Central -bidgs., 
Darlington. Dep, £1 1s. 

Haslingden T.C.—(a) four houses at Helmshore- 
rd., and (b) two houses at Meadows-ave. J. Mason, 
Dep. £2 2s 

South Kesteven R.D.C.—12 houses at various 
sites. H. Parsons, 41, North-st., Bourne, Lincs. 


Dep. £2 2s 
SEPTEMBER 20. 

*Berkshire ©.C.—Additions and alterations at 
King Alfred’s Grammar Sch., Wantage. County A 
Wilton House, Parkside-rd., "Reading. Dep. £2 2s. 

— B.C.—20 houses ‘at Hous Farm housing 
estate. J. D. Sheasby, The Chequers. Dep. £2 2s. 

“pees ‘T.C.—Erection of ambulance station at 
Saxtonla. R. A. H. Livett, O.B.E., A.R.I-B.A., 
Priestley house, Quarry Hill, Leeds, 9. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 21. 

*Aireborough U.D.C.—15 houses at Bolton House 
estate, Yeadon. E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Maidenhead 8B.C.—12 houses <7 Larchfield 
housing estate. C. T. Read, A.M.L.C.E., F.R.LCS., 
14, Craufurd-rise Maidenhead. Dep. £2 28. 

*Sevenoaks R.D.O.—Four flats at London-rd. E. 
& S. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 22. 
C.C.—Installation of bathrooms at 
Barton, F.R.2.C.S., 


*Lincoin 
Market Deeping estate. 
County Offices, Sleaford. 

Sleaford U.D.C.—Erection of public conveniences 
at Church-la. Eric W. Lovatt, 19, Jermyn-st., Slea- 
ford, Lincs. 

SEPTEMBER 24. 

*Carshaiton U.D.C.—Demolition of brickwork and 
rebuilding garden wall at Oaks Farm. E. C. Harris 
and Partners Cricket Green, Mitcham, Surrey. 
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Gipping R.D.C.—Six houses at Debenham. E. & 
S., Council Offices, Needham Market, near Ipswich. 
Dep. £3 

*Leeds T.C.—Erection of Adel county prim. sch. 
N. R. Paxton, F.R.I.B.A., 11, Cavendish-pl., 
Leeds, 1 

*Northwich U.D.C.—7 shops and maisonettes ¢ 
Manor Park estate. Frank L. James, A.M.L.C. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

y ©C.C.—Construction of new single-storey 
stores building. County E., Highways and Bridges 
or County Hall, Kingston- upon-Thames. Dep. 
£2 2 

SEPTEMBER 25. 

Mansfield Woodhouse U.D,C.—Erectiun of 20 old 
aged persons’ bungalows on the Park-rd, housing 
site. Council’s S., Council Offices, Manor House, 
Mansfield Woodhouse. Dep, £3 3s 

Northallerton U.D.C.—Construction of a concrete 

reservoir of 500,000 galls. capacity. Edward Sande- 
man, Kennard & Partners, 1, Victoria-st., West- 
minster, §.W.l. Dep, £5 5s. 


SEPTEMBER 26. 

*Littlehampton i D.C.—12 houses at Wickbourne 
housing scheme. A. Young, M.I.Mun.E., Council 
Offices, Manor ‘hie Littlehampton, Sussex. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Wood Green B.C.—Reconstruction of Chapmans 
Green Pavilion. B.E. & 8S. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 28. 

*East Riding C.C.—Site levelling, concrete founda- 
tions and drainage work, Cottingham County 
Secondary School. County A. Dep. £2 2s 

OCTOBER 1. 

*Nottingham T.C.—Alterations and additions to 
sewage «disposal works at Stoke Bardolph, nr. Not- 
tingham. R. M. Finch, M.I.C.E., The Guildhall. 
Dep. £2 

OCTOBER 2. 

*Brighton C.B.—60 flats and three blocks of stores 
at Lewes-rd. B.E. & S., 26-30, King’s-rd. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

Mar aagpicer C.B.— 65 houses at North Brighton 

state, section 3a. B.E. & S., 26-30, King’s-rd. 
Bev: £2 2s. 

OCTOBER 3, 

*Guildford R.D.C.—16 dwellings at 
J. W. Wilton, F.R.I.C.S. Dep, £4 4s. 

*Guildford R.D.C.—18 dwellings at 
J. W. Wilton, F.R.1,C.S. Dep, £4 4s. 

*Guildfora R.D.C.—38 dwellings, Longacre, Ash. 
J. W. Wilton, F.R.LC.S. Dep. £8 88 

OCTOBER 4. 

*Brighton C.B.—Erection of disinfestation and 
cleansing centre at oF end rd. "B.E. & §&., 
26-30, King’s-rd. Dep. £2 

OCTOBER 29. 

*Preston C.B.—144 flats at Larches estate. B.S. 

Dep. £2 2s. 


Sandmore. 


Longacre. 


NO DATE. 
*Folkestone B.C.—20 flats at Biggins Wood site. 
.E. Dep. £3 3s. 
PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 
SEPTEMBER 10. 


New Sarum T.C.—City Engineer. (Materials). 
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ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


SEPTEMBER 12. 
a sansa U.D,C.—Supply and laying of road 


Frimley and Camberley U.D.C.—Road-and sewer 

ee at James-rd. housing estate extension. E. 
SEPTEMBER 20. 

Yeovid R.D.C.—Comprehensive water 

C. A. Wilson, 26, Kingston, Yeovil. Dep. £2 
SEPTEMBER 21. 

East Shropshire Water Board.—Extension at 
Arleston. J. E. Morris, Tan Bank, Wellington, 
Satop. Dep. £3 3 

Gillingham B. C.—Site- preparation works at Corn- 
wallis-ave. extension. B.E. & S. Dep. £3 3s. 

SEPTEMBER 22. 

Sherborne R.D.C.—Holwell/Bishops Caundle water 
main. Aubrey J. Allen, F.R.I.C.S., Half Moon-st., 
Sherborne, Dorset. Dep. £3 3s 

SEPTEMBER 25, 

Carlisle C.B.— Harraby - Durranhill 
scheme. H. D. A. Robertson, 15, 
Carlisle. 

Queensbury and Shelf U.D.C.—10 bungalows and 
service road at rear ms council offices, Queensbury. 
E. & S. Dep. £2 2 

surTamenn 26, 
Chatham B.C.— up of Chestnut-ave., 


supply. 


sewerage 
Fisher-st., 


Making 
Walderslade, including a stormwater sewer. 
& §., Town Hall, Chatham. Dep. £3 3s. 
SEPTEMBER 27. 
Blandford Forum  Corporation.—Main laying. 


Sandford Faweett & Eee, 53, Victoria-st., West- 
minster, S.W.1. Dep. £5 5 


atneen 28. 
Erith B.C.—Construction of sewage pumping 


station and ppparianans works at Battle-rd. B.E. 
& S. Dep. £2 
‘sean 29. 

Bedworth U.D.C.—Main sewerage scheme ait 
Bulkingion. D. Blenkinsop, A.M.I.Mun.E., 134, 
Newtown-rd., Bedworth. Dep. £3 3s. 

Bedworth U.D.C.—Sewage disposal works at 
Buckingion. D. Blenkinsop, A.M.I.Mun.E., 1%, 
Newtown-rd., Bedworth. Dep, £3 3s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Hornchurch.—Factory Extension.—B.C. granted 
approval for extension to factory at Moor-la. for 
the Colton Elecirica! Equipmeni Co., Ltd. 


Hornchurch.—F actory.—B.C. ere plans by 
‘Douglas White & Furniss, A.R.I.B.A., 147, Cheap- 
side, E.C.2, for erection of factory at South-st. for 
the Paragon Engineering Co. 


Hornchurch.—Factory.—B.C. permission granted 
for erection of factory at South-st. for the Cranham 
Gauge and Tool Co. 


Regent’s Park. — Resvui,pinc. —‘The Zoological 
Society of _London have approved plans for 
rebuilding Regent’s Park Gardens. Plans by 
Society’s Chief Architect, F. A. Stengelhofen. 
A.R.I.B.A. 


Romford.— New Garace.— London Transport 
Executive propose to build bus garage at North-st 
Plans by Architects’ ange under the direction of 
T. R. Bilbow, F.R1I.B.A 


St. Pancras.—F ars. _B.C. approved proposals for 
a nine-storey and a six-storey block of flats in the 
Cumberland. Market area. Plans by Hugh Roberts 
& Davies, F.A.R.I.B.A., 27, Grosvenor-pl., 8.W.1. 


St. Pancras.—ReEGENT’s PARK DevELOPMENT.—Pro- 
posals for 130 flats in three 10-storey blocks between 
Hampstead-rd. and Albany-st. were submitted for 
B.C. approval. Sketch ‘plans prepared by T. 
Sbthorp, F.R.I.B.A., 27, Grosvenor-p!., S.W.1, have 
already been approved. 


Wandsworth.—Dwe.iincs.—B.C. approved plans 
for eight dwellings at Herlwyn-gdns. Plans by 
Boro’ Architect’s Dept. 

Wood Green. — Reconstruction. -- B.C. approved 
plans for reconstruction of Chapman’s Green 
pavilion. Plans by Boro’ Architect’s Dept. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Annfield Plain.—Plans are being prepared by R. 
Burke, Lambton-rd., Jesmond, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
for new R.C. Church and Presby tery at Teesdale-ter. 

Ashton-under-Lyne.—Lancs E.C, propose phase 
Il of Cojiege for Further Education in 1952-3 pro 
gramme. G. Noel Hill, County A., Preston. 

Belfast.—R.E.M.E. and R.A.S.C. H.Q. to be built 
at Cardwood Park, Antrim-rd. Est. cost, £250,000. 
A ee are Smyth & Dorman & Partners, 

elfas 


Birmingham.—T.C. propose to build 4,260 houses 
at Northneld in 1%2 programme. 
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Blyth.—T.C. applied ry loan sanction for, £75,063 
for erection of 53 houses 


Bolton.—B.C. Seettind plans for C.P. sch. at 
Johnson Fold. 


Bromsgrove.—John Garrington & Sons propose 
large extensiong to factory at Newton-rd. 


Caernarvonshire.—Gwynedd Police Authority pro- 
pose to erect 78 houses at various sites, and new 
division headquarters at Conway. 


Coventry.—T.C. propose erection of old peoples’ 
homes at Bel] Green, Stoke ba ae and Willen- 
hall neighbourhood units. D. EB. E. Gibson, City A, 


Darlaston.—U.D.C. se to build 22 houses 
and block of flats at . erine Cross. 


Durham.—Durham Div. Coal Brd. plan to erect 
further medical centres at collieries. By 1962 the 
number wil! be increased from 16 to 29 and by the 
end of 1954 another ten will be built. N.&.B. 
Architects’ Dept., Ashfield Towers, Gosforth, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Durham.—R.D.C. applied to M.LG. & P. for 
sanction to borrow £20,638 for 20 houses at Witton 
Gilbert, £33,752 for 30 at Belmont, £15,810 for 12 
at Leamside. Plans by K. G. Millar, Byland 
Lodge, Durham.—R.D.C, ‘sporoved revised block 
pian for proposed fire brig: headquarters, ambu- 
lance depot and fire officers’ houses at ——. 
Moor, for Durham C.C. Plans by County A., 
Court-la., Durham. 


Easington.—R.D.C, have been granted permis- 
sion to borrow £28,422 for 16 houses at Hesleden 
and Murton. 


Ellesmere Port.—U.D.C. received sanction to erect 
new public hall. Est. cost, £100,000. Architects, 
Gornall, Kelly & Shelton, Liverpool. 


Heywood.—Manchester Reg. Hospital] Brd. pro- 
pose erection of menta] hospital at Carr Wood, 
Ashworth. T, Duffy, architect to Board, Sunlight 
House, Quay-st., Manchester. 


Jarrow.—New R.C. prim. sch. to be built at 
Jarrow. Architect, Burke, Lambton HUHese., 
Lambton-rd., Newcastle. 


Jarrow.—Another two classrooms to be erected at 
Jarrow Grammar sch. by Durham County E.C. 
Plans by County A., Court-la., Durham. 


Liverpoot.—T.C. to lease site at Church-st. to 
Littlewoods Mail Order Stores, Ltd., for erection 
of departmental stores, and 50-acre "site on East 
Lancs-rd. to Standard Motor Co., Ltd., for erec 
tion of new factory. 


Loughhborough.—Sheffield Reg. Hospital Brd. pro 
pose new outpatients’ dept. at General Hospital. 
Architects are Vallance & Westwick, White Hart- 
chbrs., Mansfield. 


Manchester.—E.C. propose starting seven prim. 
and sec. schools ane completion of one Sng sch. in 
1952-3 programme. L. C. Howitt, City A 


Middlesbrough. pe propane erection of further 
126 houses at Berwick Hills site. Plans by Boro’ 
E., J. A. Kenyon. 


Newoastie.—Alterations to offices and warehouse 
at Seagrave-st., for T. Titley & Sons, Ltd. Archi- 
— W. Campbell & Son, 6, Pal] Mall, Stoke-on- 

ent. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—E.C. submitted preliminary 
rs plans for proposed Stocksfield-av. sch. to 


Oldham.—B.E. has prepared plang for old folk 
hostel and bungalows at Limeside estate. 


Peterlee.—Alexandre, Lid., have received sanc- 
tion to extend their factory by another 10,000 sq. ft. ; 
Amour Laboratories, Ltd., ndon, are planning a 
factory at Peterlee: and hasten 3 & Gilpin, Ltd., 
Leicester, are considering erec ing factory pre- 
mises of 15,000 to 20,000 sq. ft. capable of expan- 
sion to 30,000 sq. ft. 


Scarborough.—R.D.0. propose to build four houses 
at East Ayton, four at Gristhorp and Libberston, 
10 at Cayton, and four at Cloughton. 


Sheffreld.—_T.C. to lease site at Carlisle-st. East 
and Foncett-st. to Firth Brown Tools, Litd., for 
erection of new tool factory; site at West Bar and 
Furnace Hill to J. Newman & Son (Sheffield), Ltd 
for erection of warehouse, offices, and workshops; 
site at Solly-st. to Jones & Longbottom, for cutlery 
factory, offices and stores; and site at Carlisle- 
st. and Kirk-st. to Firestone Tyre & Rubber Co., 
Ltd., for erection of warehouse and offices, 


Skelton.—U.D.C. to build 22 houses at Boosbeck. 
Plans by Surveyor. 


South Westmoriand.—R.D.C. propose to erect six 
neaene at Milnthorpe, 10 at Levens, 12 at Burne- 
side. 


Sunderiand.—_S. W. Milburn & Partners, 9, 
Esplanade, Sunderland, have prepared sketch plans 
for ward cubicles, treatment rooms, etc., at Sun- 
derland Children’s Hospital. 


Warrington.—Lancs Steel Corporation approved 
expenditure of £200,000 for improvements to White- 
cross Works. - 


Wiga n.—T.C. propose to erect 20 additional police 
ween in 1951-2 programme:—M.O.F. propose erec- 
tion of new abattoir to serve Wigan, Bolton and 
Leigh areas. Est. cost, £160,000. 


THE BUILDER 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
t+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 
+ Denotes recommended for acceptance, 
Denotes accepted subject to modifications. 
car ~ ss by H. M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Argylishire.—Housing scheme at The Millknowe 
housing site, Campbeltown. Mr. David N. Kellock, 
Master of Works and Engineer, Municipal-chbrs., 
Campbeltown. Excavation, brick and building 
works, *Robert Weir & Son, Ltd., Longrow, £18,175. 
Other contracts let. 


Aycliffe—New office block and factory extension, 
for Crowborough Engineering Works, Lid. Archi- 
tects are Cordingley & McIntyre, The College, 
Durham City: *Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, 
Ltd., North East Area Office, Howdon, Wallsend- 
on-Tyne. 


Bakewell.—Block of menses and site works at 
Monyash, for R.D.C.: *G. W. Mellor, Bakewell. 


Bakewell.—16 houses oi U.DC.: *Furniss & 
Hassall, Ltd., Great Longstone, £24,797 


Bernera.—Work has been commenced on the erec- 
tion of bridge between Bernera and Lewis. The 
structure, which iis of pre-stressed concrete, will 
have three spans of 110 ft. each. Designed by 
Blyth & Blyth, Edinburgh: *A. A. Stuart & Sons 
(Glasgow), Ltd., £70,000 (est. cost). 


Blackpool.—Houses for T.C.:—14 at Lorne-rd., 
Knowle estate East: *R. Fielding & Son, Stanhope- 
rd. Works, £23,720; 10 at Edgeway-rd. and Myers- 
cough-av. and 15 ‘at Edgeway-rd., Farringdon-av. 
and Nateby-av.: *A. Ashworth, 23, Longridge-av. 
South Shore, £38, 797: and 33 houses and flats at 
Mereside (Contract 16): *J. Halstead, Ltd., 19-21, 
Highfield-rd., South Shore, £53,744. 


praskpesl-Bigh’ houses at Rodwell Walk- 
Grange Park estate, for McCandles Trust Homes. 
MacKeith, Dickinson & Partners, architects, 97, 
Chureh-st.: *Chadwiek Bros. (Layton), Ltd., Lay- 
ton, Blackpool. 


Bolton.—52 houses at Johnson Fold estate, for 
B.: *Roy & Partners, 25, Cross-st., Manchester, 
£69,170. 


Coventry.—108 «dwellings at Manor House estate, 
for T.C.: *T. Bates & Son, Ltd., 53, Warwick-st., 
£126,016. 


Durham.—123 houses at Bowburn, for R.D&.: 
*Direct Labour, £154,892 


Gateshead.—Erection of 100 houses at Wreken- 
ton, for T.C. H. J. Cook, Chief Architect, Munici- 
paL-bldgs. : *A. V. Clerey & Son, Frederick-st., 
Sunderland, £144,890. 


Glasgow.—Erections and installation of mechani- 
cal plant works at the Ibrox Garage. Transport 
Architects, tala House, Bath-st., Blythsford, 
ia W.C.2. *M. Simpson & Co.. Lid., Glas: 
gow 


Gw i—Eight houses at Nantille Valley, for 
R.D.C.; *A. Salisbury, Caernarvon. 
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Hay.—24 houses at Talgarth, 10 at Brea. 
eight at Lianigan and six at Trefecca, for R.D.. 
Ashmore, Ltd., 10, bh st., Gloucester £37,754 

W. Preece & Co. Trimstone Works, 

Burghill, Hereford aa 33,868 
*“George Harris & Co., St.” “Martins-st., 

Hereford... 32,959 

Hazel Grove and Bramhall. =) houses at “Bosden 
Fee housing site (first section), Hazel Grove, for 

-D.C.: *Vessey Bros. (Contractors), Ltd., £101, 172 
‘eubtect to M.L.G. & P. approval). 

Hornchurch.—Reconstruction and extension at 
Hornchurch-la. garage for London Transport 
Executive. Plans by Wallis Gilbert and Partners. 
Marshall, Andrew & Co., Ltd. 

Kirkby- -in-Ashfield.—Erection of Greenwood-drive 
prim. sch., for Notts E.C.: *Greenwoods, Ltd., 2, 
Wood-st., Mansfield, £52,192. 

Lambeth.—238 flats at Studley-rd., 
Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., £443,260. 


_ Lambeth.—_1% dwellings at Leigham Court-rd., 
for B.C.: *W. Lawrence & Son, Ltd., £357,367. 

Lambeth.—72 flats, six houses and 32 maisonettes 
at Solon New-rd., for B.C.: *Kent & Sussex Con- 
tractors, Lid., £199,860. 

Lancaster. aha | 1 of: College of Further Educa- 
tion for Lancs E.C.: *Nicholson & Wright, Ltd., 
Cable-st., Lancaster. 

Leeds.—20 flats and eight houses at Swinaow 
for T.C.: *Josiah Walker, Lid., Wes‘ey-rd., Léeds, 
£51,872; six flats and 16 houses at Tinshill: *W. 
Brown, Leeds, £31,012; and 350 houses: *N. B- 
Bell & Co., Lid., Frankland-ter., Leeds, £443,732. 

Leics.—Stage 1 of new fire station at Shepshed, 
for C.C.: *F. L. Fitchett, Ratby-rd., Groby, Anstey. 

{London (Admiraity).—Particulars of contracts 
by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., Admiralty :-— 

Greenock : Replacement of stanchions and crane 
gis. Brownlie & Murray, Ltd., Possilpark, Glasgow, 


for B.C.: *3. 


GLondon (Admiraity).—Particulars of contracts 
placed by Civil Engineer-in-Chief’s Dept., 
Admiralty. 

Greenock: New roadways, 


Robert Johnston, 31, 
Main-st., Greenock. 


_Abbotsinch: Preservative treat- 
ment of steel buildings, The Ruberoid Co., Ltd., 
133, Wellington-st., Glasgow, C.2. 

London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to value. of 
£500 or over for week-ended August 25 :— 

Civil Engineering: G. Percy Trentham, iAd., 
Reading, Berks; Farrans, Ltd., Dunmurry, — 
J. Mowlem and Co., Ltd., London, 8.W.1; F. R. Hip- 
pe rson and Son, Ltd:, London E.C.2, Building work : 

Parkinson, Lid., Blackpool ; Bosworth and Wake- 
ford. Ltd., Daventry, Northants; M. J. Gleeson (Cttrs.), 
Ltd., Sheffield ; Johnson and Bailey, Ltd., Cam- 
bridge; H. J. and A. Wright, Ltd., Gt. Missenden, 


Bucks. 

Hutting: W. T. Nicholls, Ltd., Gloucester. Re- 
surfacing work: Allweather Mechanical Grouting 
Co., Ltd., London, S.W.1; William Tawse, Ltd., 
Aberdeen. Painting work ; G. and J. Seddon, Ltd., 
Little Hulton, Nr. Bolton, Lancs; M. A. Appleton 
(Cttrs.), Ltd., Wolverhampton; Geo. Jones and Son 
(Cttrs.), Ltd., Liverpool. 

Heating services: Bearfoot and Bryett 
London, S.E.10. Waterproofing of hangers : Monat 
ney, Ltd., London, W.. General Maintenance 
work : Pochin (Cttrs.), Ltd., Middlewich, See 
F. Shepherd and Son, Ltd., York; F. Rendell and 
Sons, Ltd., ieee Wilts. Agricultural Mainten- 
ance /work: Stanley H. S. Overton (Airfields), 
Ltd., Navenby, Lincs. 

M.0.W. 


{London (M.0.W.).—Contracts } Placed by 
for week ended August 18, 1951 

Buckinghamshire : R.A-E., Westcott, Magazine 
type lifting gear, The Wharton Crane & Hoist Co., 
Ltd., Reddish, Stockport; switchgear, Cooke & Fer- 
guson, 'Ltd., Vietoria-st., Openshaw, "Manchester 11- 
Carmarthenshire: H.P.O. & T.E., Carmarthen, Ex- 
tension, Isaac Jones (Lianelly’, Ltd., nelly. 
Cheshire : Copan Factory, Chester, Cranes, 
Richard ©. Gibbins & Co., Berkley-st.,  Bir- 
mingham 1. Cumberland: Windscale Works,, 
Supply of materials, etc., in connection with general 
heavy mechanical works, Thos. W. Ward, cuit. 
Albion Works, Sheffield. Durham: R.0.F. 
ton, Steam mains, heating, ventilation and general 
pipeworks services, Matthew Hall & 

vag (London, N.WA; Sedgefield, * Erection of 
T.RS., Matthews & Co., 2, Villiers-st., Sunder- 
land. "aameckiie. HMS. ‘Dryad, Southwich Park, 
nr. Portsmouth, Erection of houses and_ external 
works, John Hunt, Ltd., South Wharf, Cleveland- 
rd., Gosport, Hants; Farnborough LF.V., Hangar 
Fi, Repairs and repainting, Harry Crook, Caven- 
dish Mews, Grosvenor-rd., Aldershot. Hertfordshire : 
Watford M/Labour H.Q., Orphan e-rd., Hertford, 
Erection of two Romney huts, Messrs. Haymills 
(Contractors), Ltd., Hangar Green, Western-av., 
London, W.5. Kent: Automatic T.E., Westerham, 
ty Hill & Gurr, 15, High-st., Bromley, Kent; 

A.R.E. Fort Halstead, Sevenoaks, Mercury arc 
rectifier equipment, Nevelin Electric Co., Ltd. 
ley-way, Croydon, Surrey. Lancashire : 
Chapel-st., Salford, Lancs, Structional steelwork for 
television mast, The Trafford Park Steel Ware- 
houses, Ltd., Manchester 17. Middlesex: H.MS.O., 
Harrow, Resiting of baling plant, George Moss & 
Sons, Ltd.. Cranleigh Wharf, Lady Margaret-rd., 
Southall. Northumberland: NSJH., Ltd. Whitley- 
rd., Longbenton, Newcastle-on- Tyne, Internal de- 
corations’ and external o Rentee, Messrs. Constables 
(Newcastle), ‘Ltd., Collingwood-st., Newcastle-on- 
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Tyne. Nottingham: Prison Commission, Lowdham 
Grange, Nottin gham, Erection of 12 houses, 
worth & Co. (Wontractor), Ltd., Haydn-rd.., Notting- 
ham. Orkney: P.O. Depot, ‘Kirkwall, Repairs to 
roof, James. Drever, Cliffdale, Cromwell-rd., Kirk- 


Bos- 
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THE BUILDER 


wall, Orkney. Suffolk: Stowmarket (Haughley) 
Grain Silo, Siding facilities, The Railway Executive, 
Eastern Region, Liverpool-st. Station, London, 
E.C.2. Warwickshire: Post Office Customs Depot, 
Sutton Coldfield, Internal and external redecora- 
tions, ‘Harris & ‘Sheldon, Ltd., 31, Stafford-st., Bir- 
mingham 4. Yorkshire: Garforth, T.E., Erection, 
Walter Ripley & Son, Ltd., 128, West- st., Leeds 1; 
R.O.F,, Thorp Arch, nr. Boston Spa, Yorks, Rein- 
statement of existing buildings, Walter Ripley & 
Son, Ltd., 128, 'West-st., Leeds 1; Air Ministry, Har- 
rogate, Harlow Manor ‘Hotel, Internal painting and 
decorations, E. C. Broadbank & Sons, Bower-rd 

Harrowgate. Various: Various parts of England 
and Wales, Structional | steelwork of ten general 
storage buildings in various parts of England and 
Wales, Edward Wood & ce. te, Ocean Ironworks, 
Manchester 17; E.C. & J. Keay, Ltd., “\Runymede,” 
Henley-in- Arden, nr. Birming am ; The Aston Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., Eagle Wharf- rd., London, N.1. 


{london (War Dept.).—Works contracts placed 
by W.D. during week ended August 18:— 
Derbyshire: Roof repairs, Berry, Wiggins & Co., 
Ltd., London, (E.C.4 Yorkshire: Miscellaneous 
. E. Metcalfe Bros. = ‘Doncaster. Durham : Building 
work, Harry Kindred (Newcastle), Ltd., Newcastle. 
Northumberland : Miscellaneous, J. Roxby Surtees, 
Ltd., Blackhill. Yorkshire: Painting, Oates Bros., 
Shipley; Roof repairs, John Atkinson & Son, 
leeds. Leicestershire: Building work, Sir "Alfred 
McAlpine & Son, Ltd., Wolverhampton. 


Caernarvonshire : Paisting, I. Lightfoot & Son, 
Chester. Lancashire: Heating and water supply, 
Jas. Mercer, *Ltd., Preston. Midlothian: Painting, 
Neil Nicholson, Kirkcaldy. Wigtownshire ; Ps +4 
cal, British Insulated Callenders Cables, Lon- 
don. Norfolk; Roadwork, Wirksworth tee 
Ltd., London, N.1. Esse : ‘Miscellaneous, S. 
Granin & Sons, Brentwood. 


Kent; Roadwork, W. R. Benstead & Son (Contrac- 
tors), Ljd., Maidstone. Wiltshire: Roadwork, Roads 
Construction (1934), , Frome. Berkshire : Paint- 
ing, Fields, Ltd., Reading. # Serene : Structural 
steelwork, Desnay’s tersea. Wiltshire ; 
Painting, C. A. Hayes & ‘in (Painters), Ltd., 
Bristol. Berkshire: Miscellaneous, Liddelow, Ltd., 
Wembley. 

Northampton.—Fight flats at Abington and 16 
flats at Spencer estate, for T.C.: *W J. Richard- 
son & Son, Northampton, £23,882. 

Nottingham. Oy a to Guildhall, for T.C.: 
*Direct Labour, £15,800 








BROADS 


POCKET DRAINAGE 
CATALOGUE 


a friend . 


in need 


BROAD & CO. LTD., PADDINGTON, W.2 











WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 











August 31 1951 







































Ormskirk.—24 houses at eee -av. eState, 
Burscough, for T.C.: *J. & R. Woods (Builders), 
Lid., Burscough, £28,085. 


Ploughley.—23 dwellings at Green- og’ main: 
ton, for R.D.C.: *Unity Structures, £36,3 


Rotherham.—Five shops, eight mo ‘and lu 
garages at Blackburn estate, for T.C.: *Beeden, 
Ltd., Rotherham, £17,469. 


Rugby.—Attested accommodation at Market, for 
T.C.: *Foster & Dicksee, Ltd., James-st., Rugby, 
£23,745 (subject to M.H. approval). 

‘Ryton-on-Tyne.—56 houses at Garden House 
estate, for U.D.C. Plans by Surveyor: *Direct 
Labour. : 

South Westmoriland.—10 houses at Burton site, 
for R.D.C.: *Manor Construction Co., Ltd., Carn- 
forth, £15,898. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Work has commenced on 
erection of Methodist Church at Hartburn. Archi- 
tect is R. Cowan, A.R.I.B.A., 20, Finkle-st., Stock- 
ton: *Moorhouse & Barker, Ltd., Thornaby-rd., 
Thornaby-on-Tees. 


Stoke Newington.—70 flats at Londesborough-rd., 
Neville-rd., Barbauld-rd., and Osterley-rd., for 
B.C. Architects, Howes & Jackman, 1, Verulam- 
bldgs., Grays Inn, W.C.1: *Stewart & Partners, 
Ltd., 105, Baker-st., Wi £135,000. 

Worcs.-Six houses at Malvern Link, for C.C.: 
*Phos. Broad, Ltd., Graham-rd., Malvern, £12,293. 


Grading of Douglas Fir Planks 


A new and improved grade for Douglas 
fir scaffolding and staging planks has been 
agreed between importer members of the 
Timber Trade Federation of the United 
Kingdom and the shipping organisations on 
the Pacific Coast. This is one of several 
changes in the new export list governing 
grading of Canadian lumber. This change 
was made because the importers said that 
select mérchantable Douglas fir had not 
always proved to be a satisfactory grade for 
this work in the past. 

Other changes cover the sap content of 
imported Pacific Coast timbers—fir, hem- 
lock, spruce and cedar—and there is a 
special recommendation that the Canadians 
and Americans should treat select merchant- 
able and better grades with anti-stain solu- 
tion so that the wood will be in bright con- 
dition when it reaches the builder after a 
long sea journey. 
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| GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS LIMITED 
BUILDERS + CONTRACTORS 
AND ENGINEERS 


Registered & Head Office 
61 BARTHOLOMEW CLOSE 
LONDON . 
Telephone : MONarch 7597-8 


CRAYFORD BRIDGE * CRAYFORD + KENT 


B..Soiud 


Telephone: Bexley Heath 5651-4 
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